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A student wearing a Marysville Pilchuck football jersey is comforted at a church Friday, Oct. 24, 2014, where students were taken to reunite with parents following a 
shooting at Marysville Pilchuck High School in Marysville, Wash. 

(AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 


At Press Time: 

2 Dead, Including Gunman, In School Attack 


DOUG ESSER 
Associated Press 
MARYSVILLE, Washington 
(AP) — A student opened 
fire Friday in a high school 
cafeteria north of Seattle, 
killing at least one person 
and shooting several oth¬ 


ers in the head before kill¬ 
ing himself, officials said. 
Students in the cafeteria 
said the gunman stared 
at the students as he shot 
them. They described a 
chaotic scene at Marysville 
Pilchuck High School, as 


panicked students ran for 
safety. 

The shooter was a student 
at the school 30 miles (50 
kilometers) north of Seattle, 
but Marysville Police Com¬ 
mander Robb Lamoureux 
said he could not provide 


more information on the 
gunman or his motive. 
Lamoureux said the shoot¬ 
er died of a self-inflicted 
wound. 

Student Alan Perez told 
KING-TV he was eating his 
lunch near the gunman 


when he heard the shots. 
“He had a little gun in his 
hand. I saw the flash from 
the muzzle," Perez said. 


Continued on page 4 
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New York, New Jersey announce Ebola quarantines 


M. MARCHIONE 
MIKE STOBBE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alarmed 
by the case of an Ebola- 
infected New York doctor, 
the governors of New Jer¬ 
sey and New York on Fri¬ 
day ordered a mandatory, 
21-day quarantine for all 
medical workers and other 
arriving travelers who have 
had contact with victims of 
the deadly disease in West 
Africa. 

The move came after a 
New York City physician 
who returned to the U.S. a 
week ago from treating Eb¬ 
ola patients in Guinea fell 
ill with the virus. Many New 
Yorkers were dismayed to 
learn that after he came 
home, Dr. Craig Spencer 
rode the subway, took a 
cab, went bowling, visited 
a coffee shop and ate at 
a restaurant in the city of 8 
million. 

New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie and New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said the 
case led them to conclude 
that the two states need 
precautions more rigorous 
than those of the U.S. Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which recom¬ 
mends monitoring of ex¬ 
posed people for 21 days 
but doesn't require quar¬ 
antine, in which they are 
kept away from others. 

“It's too serious a situation 
to leave it to the honor sys¬ 
tem of compliance,” Cuo¬ 
mo said. 

Those who are forcibly 
quarantined will be con¬ 
fined either to their homes 
or, if they live in other states, 
to some other place, most 
likely a medical facility, 
the governors said. Those 
quarantined at home will 


receive house calls from 
health officials. Twenty-one 
days is the incubation pe¬ 
riod for the Ebola virus. 

Dr. Howard Zucker, acting 
New York state health com¬ 
missioner, said any medical 
personnel who have treat¬ 


ed Ebola patients in the 
three Ebola-ravaged West 
African countries — Sierra 
Leone, Guinea and Libe¬ 
ria — will be automatically 
quarantined. 

Cuomo said anyone arriv¬ 
ing from the three countries 
will be questioned at the 
airport about their contact 
with Ebola patients. 

The two governors gave 
no estimate of how many 
travelers would be subject 
to quarantine, but Cuo¬ 


mo said “we’re not talk¬ 
ing about a tremendous 
volume of people coming 
in from these areas,” and 
added that there are no 
plans to hire more screen¬ 
ed at airports. 

The two states are home to 


Kennedy Airport and New¬ 
ark Liberty in New Jersey, 
both major international 
portals. 

Spencer’s illness led mem¬ 
bers of Congress, scientists 
and ordinary New Yorkers 
to wonder why he was out 
on the town after his return 
from West Africa — and 
why stronger steps weren’t 
being taken to quarantine 
medical workers. 

Health officials said fhaf he 
followed U.S. and interna¬ 


tional guidelines in check¬ 
ing his temperature ev¬ 
ery day and watching for 
symptoms, and that he put 
no one at risk. But others 
said he should have been 
quarantined — either vol¬ 
untarily or by the govern¬ 


ment — during the incuba¬ 
tion period. 

An automatic three-week 
quarantine makes sense 
for anyone “with a clear 
exposure” to Ebola, said Dr. 
Richard Wenzel, a Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
scientist who formerly led 
the International Society for 
Infectious Diseases. 

Aid organizations such as 
Doctors Without Borders, 
the group Spencer was 
working for, have argued 


that mandatory quaran¬ 
tines are unnecessary be¬ 
cause people with Ebola 
aren't contagious until 
symptoms begin, and even 
then it requires close con¬ 
tact with body fluids. 

Also, aid organizations 
have warned that many 
health care volunteers 
wouldn’t go to Ebola hot 
zones if they knew they 
would be confined to their 
homes for three weeks af¬ 
ter they got back. 

Spencer, a 33-year-old 
emergency room doc¬ 
tor, returned from Guinea 
on Oct. 17 and sought 
treatment Thursday after 
suffering diarrhea and a 
100.3-degrees Fahrenheit 
(37.94-Celsius) fever. He 
was listed in stable condi¬ 
tion at a special isolation 
unit at Bellevue Hospital 
Center, 

and a decontamination 
company was sent to his 
Harlem home. 

His fiancee, who was not 
showing symptoms, was 
being watched in a quar¬ 
antine ward at Bellevue. 
Cuomo, too, was critical 
of Spencer, saying he did 
“great work” as a volun¬ 
teer, but adding: “He’s a 
doctor and even he didn’t 
follow the voluntary quar¬ 
antine. Let’s be honest.” 
Nearly 4,900 people have 
died in the Ebola outbreak, 
most of them in Guinea, Li¬ 
beria and Sierra Leone. 

In other developments: 

— One of the two Dallas 
nurses who caught Ebola 
from a patient was de¬ 
clared virus-free and re¬ 
leased from a hospital in 
Bethesda, Maryland. Nina 
Pham, 26, said she felt “for¬ 
tunate and blessed to be 
standing here today.” Q 



From left: New York State Department of Health Acting Commissioner Dr. Howard Zucker, New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie and Christie’s Chief Counsel Chris Por- 
rino at a news conference in New York, Oct. 24, 2014. Following a diagnosis of Ebola in New York, 
the governors announced Friday afternoon that they were ordering the quarantine of all people 
entering the U.S. through airports in the New York City area who had contact with Ebola patients 
in Sierra Leone, Liberia or Guinea. 

(Katie Orlinsky/ The New York Times) 
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Remains belong to missing UVA student Graham 


LARRY O’DELL 
HEIDI BROWN 
Associated Press 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Virgin¬ 
ia (AP) — Remains found 
nearly a week ago in a rural 
area of Virginia are those 
of a British-born university 
student who disappeared 
last month, authorities said 
Friday, ending a search by 
thousands that took weeks 
and left the campus and 
community on edge. 
University of Virginia sec¬ 
ond-year student Hannah 
Graham, 18, disappeared 
Sept. 13 after a night out 
with friends. The remains 
were found Oct. 18 about 
12 miles (19 kilometers) from 
the Charlottesville campus, 
in a heavily wooded area 
of Albemarle County that 
is home to rolling hills and 
horse farms. 

The state Medical Exam¬ 
iner’s office confirmed 
that the remains were 
Graham’s, the Albermarle 
County Police Department 
said in a statement. 

The man Graham was last 
seen with, 32-year-old Jes¬ 
se Leroy Matthew Jr., has 
been charged with abduc¬ 
tion with intent to defile 
Graham. His attorney, Jim 
Cambios, said in a voice- 
mail greeting that he is not 
answering questions about 
the case. 

The remains were discov¬ 
ered roughly 6 miles (9.6 
kilometers) from where the 


body of 20-year-old Vir¬ 
ginia Tech student Morgan 
Harrington was found after 
she vanished in 2009. Po¬ 
lice have said forensic evi¬ 
dence connects Matthew 
to Harrington’s killing, which 


in turn is linked by DNA to a 
2005 sexual assault in north¬ 
ern Virginia. Matthew has 
been charged in the 2005 
case. 

“When we started this jour¬ 
ney together we all hoped 


for a happier ending. Sadly 
that was not to be,” Gra¬ 
ham’s parents, John and 
Sue Graham, said in a 
statement provided by the 
police department. 

“We are devastated by the 


loss of our beautiful daugh¬ 
ter. ... Although we have 
lost our precious Hannah, 
the light she radiated can 
never be extinguished.” 
Graham’s parents also 
thanked those involved 


with the investigation and 
search efforts — singling out 
Charlottesville Police Chief 
Tim Longo for his “tenac¬ 
ity and determination — 
as well as those who have 
sent messages of support. 


They said they don’t intend 
to make further statements 
or comment on the ongo¬ 
ing criminal investigation. 
Longo, who became the 
public face of the investi¬ 
gation through emotional 


pleas for the public's help 
finding Graham, did not 
immediately respond to 
a telephone call seeking 
comment. 

Albemarle County Com¬ 
monwealth's Attorney De¬ 


nise Lunsford said in a state¬ 
ment that the focus of the 
investigation now is to de¬ 
termine “what charges will 
be brought and the appro¬ 
priate time to make those 
charges.” 



Law enforcement investigators continue to search for evidence where human remains were recently discovered in Albemarle 
County, Va. The remains are those of British-born university student Hannah Graham, who disappeared last month, authorities said 
Friday, ending a search by thousands that took weeks and left the campus and community on edge. 

(AP Photo/The Daily Progress, Andrew Shurtleff) 


Car hits Commandments 
statue, US man detained 


SEAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Authorities took a man into 
custody Friday after they 
say he admitted driving a 
car onto Oklahoma’s state 
Capitol grounds overnight 
and into a disputed gran¬ 
ite monument of the Ten 
Commandments, smash¬ 
ing it to pieces. 

The man was detained af¬ 
ter he showed up at a fed¬ 
eral building in Oklahoma 
City Friday morning, ram¬ 
bling and making deroga¬ 
tory statements about the 
president, and admitted 


destroying the monument, 
said David Allison, an agent 
with the U.S. Secret Service 
in Oklahoma City. 

“He claimed he got out 
of his car, urinated on the 
monument, and then ran 
over it and destroyed it,” 
Allison said. “He said Satan 
told him to do it, and that 
he was a Satanist.” 

The man was turned over 
to the Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol for questioning, Alli¬ 
son said. A spokesman for 
the patrol didn’t immedi¬ 
ately return a phone call 
seeking information about 
the man. 
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At Press Time: 


2 Dead, Including Gunman, In School Attack 


Continued from Front 


Another student, Austin 
Taylor, told the station the 
shooter “was just staring 
down every one of his vic¬ 
tims as he shot them.” 
Cedar Parker, a 17-year- 
old senior, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press he was driving 
away from campus for 
lunch when he saw stu¬ 
dents running and trying 
to jump a fence. Parker 
let several into his car. He 
heard other students yell¬ 
ing for their friends: “Where 
are you?” 

Brian Patrick said his 
daughter, a freshman, was 
in the cafeteria 10 feet (3 
meters) from the gunman 
when the shooting oc¬ 
curred. She ran from the 
cafeteria and immediately 
called her mother. 

Patrick said his daughter 
told him, ‘The guy walked 



Students are evacuated from Marysville-Pilchuck High School and loaded into school buses on 
108th Street NE in Marysville following a shooting that occurred at the school on Friday, Oct. 24, 
2014. 

(AP Photo / The Herald, Ian Terry) 

into the cafeteria, pulled shooting. No arguing, no His other daughter, a senior 
out a gun and started yelling.” at the school, called him 


‘hysterical’ from her class¬ 
room, Patrick said. 

“I thought, ‘God let my kids 
be safe,” he said. 

Four students were tak¬ 
en to Providence Everett 
medical center, said hos¬ 
pital spokeswoman Heidi 
Amrine. Three were in “very 
critical” condition. It was 
not immediately clear if the 
person who died was one 
of those students. 
Harborview Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Seattle said it re¬ 
ceived a 14-year-old male 
student, who was listed in 
serious condition. 

After the attack, a crowd 
of parents waited in a 
parking lot outside a near¬ 
by church where they 
were being reunited with 
their children. Buses pulled 
up periodically to drop off 
students evacuated from 
the school, with some run¬ 
ning to hug their mothers or 
fathers. □ 
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Suspect arrested in death of 2 California deputies 


the suspect was also tak- AR-15-type assault weap- 
en into custody in Placer on, and the other officer 
County and authorities said was shot in the arm and 



Law enforcement officers gather at the site where 2 Sacramento County Sheriff's deputies were 
shot by an assailant who then carjacked two vehicles prompting a manhunt in Sacramento, Calif., 
Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli) 


DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — A suspect was ar¬ 
rested Friday afternoon 
after two sheriff's deputies 
were killed during a series 
of shootings that spanned 
about six hours across two 
California counties. A third 
deputy and a bystander 
were also shot during the 
spree. 

Marcelo Marquez, 34, was 
taken alive Friday after¬ 
noon from a home in Au¬ 
burn after the initial shoot¬ 
ing hours earlier in a Sacra¬ 
mento commercial area. 
Placer County Sheriff's 
spokeswoman Dena Erwin 
said. 

“This guy was on a one- 
man crime spree today. He 
has no idea of the damage 
he did,” she said. 

The four shootings sparked 
a massive manhunt by 
multiple agencies backed 
by search dogs, helicop¬ 
ters and armored vehicles. 
Residents nearby were told 
to stay indoors and schools 
were locked down during 
the search. 

A woman who was with 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A brazen 
daylight hatchet attack 
against a group of police 
officers on a busy New York 
street was a terrorist act by 
a reclusive Muslim convert 
who ranted online against 
America but had no clear 
ties to international extrem¬ 
ists, the police commission¬ 
er said Friday. 

Police were examining Zale 
Thompson’s computer for 
clues about a motive for 
the Thursday assault that 
left one of the officers seri¬ 
ously injured and ended 
with Thompson being killed 
by police. Police Commis- 


she had a handgun in her 
purse. Erwin said the officer 
who died was shot with an 


sioner William Bratton said 
Thompson’s browsing his¬ 
tory included organized 
terror groups, beheadings 
and the shooting in Cana¬ 
da earlier this week that of¬ 
ficials there have called a 
terrorist attack. 

Thompson was not on any 
watch lists, and officials 
found no indicafion he 
soughf any training or affili¬ 
ation to any groups. 

Bratton said investigators 
were trying to determine 
whether the attack was 
planned or spontaneous 
but believe Thompson was 
self-radicalized. His fafher 
fold officials he converted 
to Islam about two years 


was expected to survive. 
Sacramento County Sher¬ 
iff Scott Jones said at an 


ago and was described as 
a “recluse” who had been 
depressed lately. 

Bratton said he was com¬ 
fortable calling it a terrorist 
attack. 

“This was a terrorist attack, 
certainly,” Bratton said. 

But he also stopped short of 
including the attack in the 
list of terror plots against the 
city since Sept. 11, 2001, 
saying the investigation 
was continuing. 

Thompson, 32, had once 
served in the U.S. Navy and 
had a history of run-ins with 
the law over domestic vio¬ 
lence in California in 2003 
and 2004, police said. In 
recent postings on social 


afternoon news confer¬ 
ence that Deputy Danny 
Oliver, 47, was killed after 


he approached a suspi¬ 
cious vehicle in a motel 
parking lot Friday morning 


media, he ranted about in¬ 
justices in American society 
and oppression abroad, 
but the postings didn’t 
point to any affiliation with 
a terror group or direct in¬ 
fluence of radical Islam, 
fhey said. 

Security video and wit¬ 
ness accounts appeared 
to leave no doubt that 
Thompson purposely tar¬ 
geted four rookie New York 
Police Department officers 
who were in uniform and 
on foot patrol in a bustling 
Queens commercial dis¬ 
trict. 

Moments before the at¬ 
tack, the bearded suspect 
was seen on a street corner 


and was shot in the fore¬ 
head at close range. Oliver 
was a 15-year veteran who 
leaves behind a wife and 
two daughters. 

Jones did not know a mo¬ 
tive. Oliver was the first 
county deputy killed since 
2008. 

“He was not able to return 
fire or do anything," Jones 
said. He said Oliver's part¬ 
ner was able to shoot back 
as the vehicle fled fhe 
scene. “We live as a family, 
today we grieve as a fam¬ 
ily,” Jones said. 

The suspect then shot a 
male driver who refused to 
hand over his car keys dur¬ 
ing an attempted carjack¬ 
ing, officials said. 

Erwin said fwo deputies 
from her department were 
later shot in Auburn, about 
30 miles (48 kilometers) 
north of Sacramento, as 
the manhunt continued. 
She did not immediately re¬ 
lease the deputies’ names 
or other identifying informa¬ 
tion. 

Marquez was taken to a 
hospital before he could 
be booked into jail, Erwin 
said. 

was terror 

crouching down to pull the 
hatchet out of backpack 
before he charged the of¬ 
ficers and began swinging 
the hatchet with a two- 
handed grip, police said. 

At the time, the officers 
were posing for a photo 
for a passerby. Without a 
word, Thompson swung at 
an officer who blocked the 
blow with his arm, police 
said. Another officer was 
hit in the back of the head 
and fell to the ground. 

As the suspect raised the 
hatchet again, the two un¬ 
injured officers drew their 
weapons and fired several 
rounds, police said. 


NYC police commissioner: Hatchet attack 
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Parachutist’s Record-Breaking Fall: 26 Miles, 15 Minutes 


JOHN MARKOFF 
© 2014 New York Times 

ROSWELL, N.M. - A well- 
known computer scientist 
parachuted from a bal¬ 
loon near the top of the 
stratosphere on Friday, fall¬ 
ing faster than the speed 
of sound and breaking the 
world altitude record set 
just two years ago. 

The jump was made by 
Alan Eustace, 57, a senior 
vice president at Google. 
At dawn he was lifted by 
a balloon filled with 35,000 
cubic feet of helium, from 
an abandoned runway at 
the airport here. 

For a little over two hours, 
the balloon ascended at 
speeds up to 1,600 feet 
per minute to an altitude 
of more than 25 miles. Eu¬ 
stace dangled underneath 
in a specially designed 
spacesuit with an elabo¬ 
rate life-support system. 
Fie returned to earth just 
15 minutes after starting his 
fall. 

“It was amazing,” he said. 
“It was beautiful. You could 
see the darkness of space 
and you could see the lay¬ 
ers of atmosphere, which I 
had never seen before.” 
Eustace cut himself loose 
from the balloon with the 
aid of a small explosive de¬ 
vice and plummeted to¬ 
ward the earth at speeds 
that peaked at 822 mph, 
setting off a small sonic 
boom heard by observers 
on the ground. 

“It was a wild, wild ride,” he 
said. “I hugged on to the 
equipment module and 
tucked my legs and I held 
my heading.” 

Fie did not feel or hear the 
supersonic boom as he 
passed the speed of sound, 
he said. Fie performed two 
slow back flips before a 
small parachute righted 
him. 

FHis technical team had 
designed a carbon-fiber 
attachment that kept him 
from becoming entangled 
in the main parachute be¬ 
fore it opened. About 4 
1/2 minutes into his flight, 
he opened the main para¬ 
chute and glided to a land¬ 
ing 70 miles from the launch 
site. 

“To break an aviation re¬ 
cord is incredibly signifi¬ 
cant,” said Mark Kelly, the 


former astronaut, who 
viewed Eustace’s as¬ 
cent. “There is an incred¬ 
ible amount of risk. To do it 
safely is a testament to the 
people involved.” 

Eustace’s maximum alti¬ 
tude was initially reported 
as 135,908 feet. The final 


number, based on informa¬ 
tion from two data loggers, 
being submitted to the 
World Air Sports Federation 
is 135,890 feet. 

The previous altitude record 
was set by Austrian dare¬ 
devil Felix Baumgartner, 
who jumped from 128,100 


feet on Oct. 14, 2012. 
Eustace was carried aloft 
without the aid of the so¬ 
phisticated capsule used 
by Baumgartner or millions 
of dollars in sponsorship 
money. Instead, Eustace 
planned his jump in the ut¬ 
most secrecy, working for 


almost three years with a 
small group of technolo¬ 
gists skilled in spacesuit de¬ 
sign, life-support systems, 
and parachute and bal¬ 
loon technology. 

Fie carried modest GoPro 
cameras aloft, connected 
to his ground-control cen¬ 


ter by an off-the-shelf radio. 
Although Baumgartner was 
widely known for death- 
defying feats, Eustace 
describes himself as an 
engineer first with a deep 
commitment to teamwork. 
Fie pilots his own Cessna 
twin-engine jet and has a 


reputation in Silicon Valley 
for thrill-seeking. 

“Alan is a risk-taker with a 
passion for details,” said 
Brian Reid, a computer 
network specialist who has 
worked with Eustace. 

After he decided to pur¬ 
sue the project in 2011, Eu¬ 


stace was introduced to 
Taber MacCallum, one of 
the founding members of 
the Biosphere 2 project, an 
artificial closed ecosystem 
built to explore ideas such 
as space colonization. Eu¬ 
stace had decided to pur¬ 
sue a simpler approach 
than Baumgartner’s. 

Fie asked MacCallum’s 
company. Paragon Space 
Development Corp., to 
create a life-support system 
to make it possible for him 
to breathe pure oxygen in 
a pressure suit during his as¬ 
cent and fall. 

Eustace said Google had 
been willing to help with 
the project but he declined 
company support, worried 
that his jump would be¬ 
come a marketing event. 
James Flayhurst, director 
of competition at the U.S. 
Parachute Association, 
who verified the record, 
described the venture as 
“legitimate science." 

“I think they’re putting a 
little lookout tower at the 
edge of space that the 
common man can share,” 
he said. 

Eustace said he gained a 
love of space and space- 
flight from growing up in Or¬ 
lando during the 1960s and 
1970s. FHis family crowded 
into a station wagon to 
watch every launch from 
Cape Canaveral. 

A veteran aircraft pilot and 
parachutist, he worked as 
a computer hardware de¬ 
signer at Digital Equipment 
Corp. for 15 years before 
moving to Google in 2002. 
Eustace said that his tech¬ 
nical team designed and 
redesigned many of the 
components of his para¬ 
chute and life-support sys¬ 
tem during the three-year 
development phase. 

Many of the redesigns were 
the result of technical sur¬ 
prises. 

For example, he discov¬ 
ered that in order to con¬ 
trol his suit, he was required 
to make movements that 
were exactly the oppo¬ 
site of the control motions 
made by a conventional 
parachutist. Left move¬ 
ments must be made for 
rightward motion, for in¬ 
stance, and upward move¬ 
ments for downward mo¬ 
tion. 



Alan Eustace, in suit, with Jared Leidich, prepares for his ascent to the upper reaches of the strato¬ 
sphere on Oct. 24, 2014. Eustace, a well-known computer scientist, parachuted from a balloon 
near the top of the stratosphere on Friday, falling faster than the speed of sound and breaking the 
world altitude record set just two years ago. 

(Volker D. Kern/The New York Times) 





Alan Eustace during his ascent to near the top of the stratosphere on Oct. 24, 2014. 

(J. Martin Harris/The New York Times) 
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US Financial Front: 


Pace of new home sales in America fiat in September 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

sales of new homes were 
nearly flat in September, 
after the government 
sharply revised downward 
what was initially an Au¬ 
gust surge in buying. 
New-home sales edged 
up 0.2 percent last month 
to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 467,000, the 
Commerce Department 
reported Friday. The report 
also revised down the Au¬ 
gust sales rate to 466,000 
from 504,000. 

The pace of sales for newly 
built homes has improved 
a mere 1.7 percent so far 
this year compared to 
2013. Only the South has 
experienced gains in buy¬ 
ing year-to-date, while pur¬ 
chases have fallen in the 
Northeast, Midwest and 
West. 

Housing has struggled to 
fully rebound since the re¬ 
cession ended more than 
five years ago. Many po¬ 
tential buyers lack the 
savings and strong credit 
history needed to afford 
a home, causing them to 
rent or remain in their exist¬ 
ing houses instead of up¬ 
grading. 

Construction and buyers of 
new homes have trickled 
back from the worst of the 
bust, but new-home sales 
remain drastically below 


the annual rate of 700,000 
during the 1990s. 

Sales in the most expensive 
Western states declined 
in September, reversing 
some of the gains made 
in August. Because homes 
are pricier in the West, that 


pushed down the median 
price for a new home to 
$259,000 from $286,800 in 
the prior month. 

Analysts noted that the 
new-home sales report 
from the government is 
notoriously volatile from 
month to month, yet sales 
have basically been stuck 


in place for the past few 
years. 

“There is little evidence 
that the new single-family 
housing market is decisive¬ 
ly breaking out of its medi¬ 
um-term flat pattern,” said 
Joshua Shapiro, chief U.S. 


economist at the forecast¬ 
ing firm MFR. 

Some of the financial pres¬ 
sures on homebuyers are 
starting to ease, yet it's 
unlikely that will do much 
to suddenly boost sales 
of new homes in the final 
months of this year. 

Over the past two weeks. 


federal regulators have 
unveiled plans to loosen 
down payment require¬ 
ments, and mortgage 
rates have tumbled below 
4 percent. Along with a 
slowdown in price growth, 
these factors could even¬ 


tually help usher more buy¬ 
ers into the real estate mar¬ 
ket. 

Average rates for a 30- 
year mortgage fell to 3.92 
percent from 3.97 percent 
last week, the mortgage 
company Freddie Mac re¬ 
ported. That is the lowest 
level since June 2013 and 


marks a solid decline from 
average rates that began 
the year at 4.53 percent. 
When rates fall, it becomes 
cheaper for people to bor¬ 
row and makes homes 
more affordable. 

But many potential buyers 
are unable to upgrade to 
a new home by selling their 
current home, as prices still 
have yet to exceed mort¬ 
gage debt for much of the 
country. 

More than 8 million homes 
are “seriously underwa¬ 
ter,” representing 15 per¬ 
cent of all properties with 
a mortgage and roughly 
$1.4 trillion worth of nega¬ 
tive equity, according to 
the housing data compa¬ 
ny RealtyTrac. The lasting 
damage from the housing 
bust continues to weigh 
on the market, preventing 
some homeowners from 
upgrading to larger houses 
and limiting the options of 
buyers. 

Builders have yet to mean¬ 
ingfully ramp up construc¬ 
tion of single-family houses. 
Almost all of the 6.3 per¬ 
cent growth in housing 
starts last month came 
from apartments and 
multi-family construction, 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment reported. Starts for 
single-family houses rose 
just 1.1 percent in Septem¬ 
ber compared to the prior 
month. □ 



Signs welcome visitors to a model home as construction is under way at a housing development 
in Zelienople, Pa. The Commerce Department released flat new home sales data for September 
on Friday, Oct. 23, 2014. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 
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Arturo Bejar, Facebook’s Mr. Nice 


NICK BILTON 
© 2014 New York Times 

Of Facebook's 7,185 em¬ 
ployees, Arturo Bejar may 
have the most difficult job. 
No, he is not responsible for 
increasing advertising rev¬ 
enue or keeping the web¬ 
site alive 24 hours a day. 
Bejar has a much more 
inscrutable task: teaching 
the site’s 1.3 billion users, 
especially its tens of mil¬ 
lions of teenagers, how to 
be nice and respectful to 
one another. 

Respectful? Online? Ha! 
That’s never going to hap¬ 
pen. Everyone knows that 
social media is an unwin- 
nable game of who can 
be meaner. If Bejar thinks 
he can make Facebook 
users nice, he is - to borrow 
a popular Facebook com¬ 
ment-just stupid! 

But that kind of response 
is exactly what Bejar is 
counting on. As the direc¬ 
tor of engineering for the 
Facebook Protect and 
Care team, 80-strong, he 
believes that most users 
are not trying to be mean 
and that they will retract a 
comment (and even feel 
bad about it) if they real¬ 
ize it has caused someone 


harm. 

“The way our brains work, 
we have evolved to under¬ 
stand each other by tone 
of voice or seeing facial 
expressions, but that gets 
lost through the devices 
we use to communicate,” 
Bejar said last week in an 
interview at Facebook’s 
New York offices. 

In other words, Bejar is try¬ 
ing to create empathy 
among Facebook users, 
in what used to happen in 
real settings like the play¬ 
ground through social cues 
like crying and laughter. 
This may seem like a pif¬ 
fling side project to some. 
But I believe the success 
of social media largely de¬ 
pends on solving this prob¬ 
lem and teaching users to 
be kinder and more empa- 
thetic. Most people I know 
who have quit services 
like Twitter and Instagram 
have done so because 
commenters were spite¬ 
ful, insensitive or just plain 
nasty. 

According to a report re¬ 
leased this week by Pew 
Research’s Internet Proj¬ 
ect, 65 percent of young 
adults 18 to 29 in the United 
States said that they had 


been harassed online, and 
92 percent had witnessed 
someone else being bul¬ 
lied. 

But Facebook’s efforts to 
curb this may be working. 
The company told me that 
each week 8 million Face- 
book members use tools 
that allow users to report 
a harmful post or photo. 
(The tools can be used by 
clicking on the little upside- 
down arrow in the upper 
right corner of a post or the 
options button at the bot¬ 
tom of photos.) 

Bejar's team designed 
these tools to let people 
know someone had hurt 
their feelings, and he 
said the system actually 
worked. (This is different 
from the newsfeed experi¬ 
ment in June, when Face- 
book received criticism 
for tinkering with people's 
emotions as part of a psy¬ 
chological study to exam¬ 
ine how emotions can be 
spread on social media.) 
Creating empathy on 
Facebook has not been 
easy. Researchers have 
learned that a few letters 
can have a profound im¬ 
pact. For example, in the 
first iteration of these tools. 



Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
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EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 


* POKER 

. SLOT MACHINES 
BLACKJACK 

* RACE & SPORT BOOK 


* CRAPS 
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The job of Arturo Bejar and his 80-strong Facebook Protect 
and Care team is to curb cyberbullying and harassment by 
creating and increasing empathy in communications among 
the media site’s users. (James C. Best/The New York Times) 


Facebook gave users a 
short list of vague emotions 
- like “embarrassing” - to 
communicate why they 
wanted a post removed. 
At the time, 50 percent of 
users seeking to delete a 
post would use the tool, 
but when Facebook add¬ 
ed the word “it’s" to cre¬ 
ate a complete sentence 
(“It's embarrassing”), the 
interaction shot up to 78 
percent. 

Teenagers are a particular 
focus, not just as victims of 
cyberbullying but because 
they sometimes lack the 
emotional maturity to han¬ 
dle negative posts. 

Dr. Marc Brackett, director 
of the Yale Center for Emo¬ 
tional Intelligence, who 
is working with Facebook 
on this emotions project 
with the Protect and Care 
team, said their research 
found that teenagers need 
more pathways and op¬ 
tions to voice their feelings. 

“When kids let someone 
know they’ve hurt their 
feelings in a personal way, 
there's a strong likelihood 
that the other kid will take 


that down," Brackett said. 
Interestingly, more often 
than not, the posts were 
not meant to hurt, but 
were jokes lost in digital 
translation. When Face- 
book asked people why 
they shared a post that 
hurt someone else, around 
90 percent of respondents 
said they thought their 
friends would like the post 
or would think it was fun¬ 
ny. Only 2 percent of us¬ 
ers wanted to provoke or 
alarm someone else. 
“Believe it or not, most of 
the time people do mean 
well,” said Dacher Keltner, 
a director of the Greater 
Good Science Center at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, who is also work¬ 
ing with Facebook’s em¬ 
pathy team. 

Researchers are looking at 
other ways to help users 
be more empathetic on 
social networks. Last year, 
Facebook borrowed ideas 
from Charles Darwin’s 1872 
book, “The Expression of 
the Emotions in Man and 
Animals," to create stickers 
with facial expressions.□ 
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Putin accuses US of undermining global stability 



Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting of the Valdai International Discussion Club in 
the Black Sea resort of Sochi, Russia, Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. The United States is destabilizing the 
global world order by trying to enforce its will, Russian President Vladimir Putin declared Friday, 
warning that the world will face new wars if Washington fails to respect the interests of other coun¬ 
tries. 

(AP Photo/Mikhail Klimentyev) 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia said 
Friday that the world is be¬ 
coming an increasingly 
dangerous place because 
of U.S. attempts to enforce 
its will on other countries 
and that his nation will not 
comply. 

In an emotional speech be¬ 
fore international political 
experts, Putin unleashed 
scathing criticism of the 
United States for what he 
called its disregard of inter¬ 
national law and unilateral 
use of force. 

If the United State fails to 
abandon its “desire of 
eternal domination,” then 
“hopes for peaceful and 
stable development will 
be illusory, and today’s 
upheavals will herald the 
collapse of global world 
order,” Putin said during a 
meeting that lasted about 
three hours in the Black Sea 
resort of Sochi. 

His voice strained with an¬ 
ger, Putin accused the U.S. 
and its allies of trying to 
“tailor the world exclusively 


to their needs” since the 
end of the Cold War, us¬ 
ing economic pressure and 
military force and often 
supporting extremist groups 
to achieve their goals. 

He cited the wars in Iraq, 
Libya and Syria as exam¬ 
ples of flawed moves that 
have led to chaos and left 
Washington and its allies 
“fighting against the results 
of their own policy.” 

“They are throwing their 
might to remove the risks 
they have created them¬ 
selves, and they are paying 
an ever increasing price," 
Putin said. 

“Unilateral diktat and at¬ 
tempts to enforce their 
own cliche on others bring 
opposite result: escalation 
of conflicts instead of their 
settlement, widening area 
of chaos in place of stable 
sovereign states, support 
for dubious elements from 
open neo-Nazis to Islamic 
radicals instead of democ¬ 
racy.” 

He said that Russia has 
been cold-shouldered by 
the West, despite its eager¬ 
ness to cooperate. 


The U.S. and the European 
Union imposed tough sanc¬ 
tions on Russia after it an¬ 
nexed the Black Sea pen¬ 
insula of Crimea populated 
mostly by Russian speakers, 
and allegedly armed rebels 
fighting for independence 
in eastern Ukraine. 

Putin also has maintained 
support for President Bashar 
Assad of Syria in a civil war 
that has helped destabilize 
the Middle East. The U.S. 
has demanded that the 
Syrian leader step down. 

In Washington, U.S. State 
Department spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki reacted to Putin's 
speech by saying the U.S. 
“does not seek confron¬ 
tation with Russia, but we 
cannot and will not com¬ 
promise on the principles 
on which security in Europe 
and North America rest.” 
She said there may be dis¬ 
agreements, “but we re¬ 
main committed to uphold¬ 
ing Ukraine's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity." 
Psaki also told reporters 
that the U.S. has been able 
to work with Russia on a 
range of issues and hopes 


to engage with Moscow 
again on areas of mutual 
concern. 

In Ukraine, Putin said, the 
West has ignored Russia’s 
legitimate interests in its 
neighbor and supported 
the ouster of Ukraine's for¬ 
mer Russian-leaning presi¬ 
dent. 

He accused the West of 
breaking its promises, cit¬ 
ing a February phone con¬ 
versation with President 
Barack Obama just hours 
before protesters in Kiev 
drove Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych out of 
office. 

Putin denied allegations 
that Russia wants to split 
Ukraine, but he said the 
rebel regions should be al¬ 
lowed to hold local elec¬ 
tions as they plan on Nov. 
2, not in December as the 
Ukrainian government 


wants. 

He said the withdrawal of 
forces under the cease¬ 
fire deal should create 
conditions for gradually re¬ 
building ties between the 
central authorities and the 
rebel regions. 

The Russian leader is well 
known for having said fhaf 
the breakup of the Soviet 
Union was “the greatest 
geopolitical catastrophe” 
of the 20th century. 

But Putin denied allega¬ 
tions that Russia wants to 
rebuild the Soviet empire. 
Evoking the archetypal im¬ 
age of the Russian bear, 
Putin warned that his nation 
will firmly stand its ground 
to defend ifs vifal interests. 
“The bear is the master of 
the taiga (a subarctic for¬ 
est). It’s not going to move 
to other climate zones,” he 
said.Q 
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Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, center, holds an emergency meeting of the National 
Defense Council with top officials after an attack in the Sinai Peninsula, in Cairo, Egypt, Friday, 
Oct. 24, 2014. (AP Photo/MENA) 


Attack on Egypt army post kills 30 


ASHRAF SWEILAM 
MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
EL-ARISH, Egypt (AP) — A 

coordinated assault on 
an army checkpoint in the 
Sinai Peninsula killed 30 
Egyptian troops on Friday, 
making it the deadliest 
single attack in decades 
on the military, which has 
been struggling to stem a 
wave of violence by Islam¬ 
ic extremists since the over¬ 
throw of Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi. 

Officials described it as 
“well-planned” attack that 
began with a car bomb 
which may have been set 
off by a suicide attacker. 
Other militants then fired 
rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades, striking a tank carry¬ 
ing ammunition and ignit¬ 
ing a secondary explosion. 
Roadside bombs intended 
to target rescuers struck 
two army vehicles, seriously 
wounding a senior officer. 
State-run TV said clashes 
between troops and mili¬ 
tants followed the attack, 
without providing further 
details. The attack took 
place some 15 kilometers 
from the northern Sinai 
city of el-Arish, in an area 


called Karm el-Qawadees. 
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility, but 
officials said the attack 
bore the hallmarks of the 
country’s most active mili¬ 
tant group — named Ansar 
Beit al-Maqdis, or Champi¬ 
ons of Jerusalem — which 
has claimed a string of past 
attacks on security forces. 
The officials said the death 
toll is expected to rise be¬ 
cause 28 people were 
wounded and several 
were in critical condition. 
Egypt’s President Abdel- 
Fattah el-Sissi, the former 
defense minister and army 
chief who overthrew Morsi 
last year, held an emer¬ 
gency meeting of the Na¬ 
tional Defense Council 
and declared a three-day 
mourning period. El-Sissi 
has said in the past that the 
militants hide in populated 
areas, making it difficult 
for the military to combat 
them. In a brief statement, 
the council vowed that the 
army would take “revenge 
for the shedding of dear 
blood.” 

State TV showed presenters 
dressed in black and dis¬ 
played a black ribbon at 
the top of the screen while 


played patriotic songs. 

An official said the gov¬ 
ernment is considering the 
eviction of residents living 
in small northern Sinai vil¬ 
lages that are considered 
the “most dangerous” 
militant bastions, and de¬ 
claring certain areas to be 
closed military zones. All 
officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to talk to media. 

Egypt's official news agen¬ 
cy MENA said military heli¬ 
copters ferried the dead 
and wounded to Cairo 
hospitals. Egypt's top Is¬ 
lamic authority. Grand 
Mufti Shawki Allam, con¬ 
demned the attacks and 
said those who carry out 
acts of terrorism “deserve 
God's wrath on earth and 
at the end of days.” 

Islamic militants have been 
battling security forces in 
the Sinai for a decade, but 
the violence spiked after 
the military overthrew Mor¬ 
si in July 2013 amid massive 
protests demanding his res¬ 
ignation. The attacks have 
also spread to other parts 
of Egypt, with militants tar¬ 
geting police in Cairo and 
the Nile Delta.□ 


Gunman in Canada attack 
complained over mosque 

RACHEL LA CORTE 
Associated Press 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — The gunman 
who shot and killed a soldier in plain daylight then 
stormed Canada’sParliament once complained that a 
Vancouver mosque he attended was too liberal and in¬ 
clusive, and was kicked out after he repeatedly spent the 
night there even though officials told him to stop, Muslim 
leaders said Friday. 

Aasim Rashid, spokesman for the British Columbia Muslim 
Association, said Michael Zehaf-Bibeau visited the Masjid 
Al-Salaam mosque for three to four months toward the 
end of 2011, and possibly early 2012, before he was told 
not to come back. Rashid said that before Zehaf-Bibeau 
got in trouble for using the mosque for accommodations, 
he had complained to leaders in the previous adminis¬ 
tration about the mosque’s openness and willingness to 
let non-Muslims visit. “The mosque administration sat him 
down and explained to him that this is how they run the 
mosque and that they will keep the doors open to all 
Muslims and non-Muslims who want to visit,” he said at a 
news conference held at the mosque Friday. 

Rashid said that Zehaf-Bibeau was told he should go 
pray at a different mosque if he disagreed. However, he 
stayed until he was ultimately asked to leave when of¬ 
ficials learned he was still sleeping in the mosque while 
battling legal troubles. 

After the second or third time, he was told to leave the 
premises and “not to come back,” Rashid said. 

“This was the last interaction that the people of the 
mosque here have had with him,” he said. 

Zehaf-Bibeau, 32, shot a soldier to death at Canada’s na¬ 
tional war memorial Wednesday, and was eventually 
gunned down inside Parliament by the sergeant-at-arms. 
His motive remains unknown, but Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper has called the shooting a terror attack, and the 
bloodshed raised fears that Canada is suffering reprisals 
for joining the U.S.-led air campaign against Islamic State 
extremists in Iraq and Syria. 

The attack in Ottawa came two days after a man de¬ 
scribed as an “ISIL-inspired terrorist” ran over two soldiers 
in a parking lot in Quebec, killing one and injuring the 
other before being shot to death by police. The man had 
been under surveillance by Canadian authorities, who 
feared he had jihadist ambitions and seized his passport 
when he tried to travel to Turkey. 

Rashid said the Muslim association has been working on 
a preventive program that focuses on minimizing the ef¬ 
fect of terrorist and criminal propaganda in Canada. He 
decried the recent violence. 

“These are acts of criminal violence and show utter disre¬ 
gard for human life and the laws of the world as well as its 
religions,” he said. “We openly denounce the propagan¬ 
da of the lawless groups trying to incite Canadians to hurt 
other Canadians.” In July, another man who attended 
the Masjid Al-Salaam mosque, 25-year-old Hasibullah Yu- 
sufzai, was charged under a new anti-terrorism law for al¬ 
legedly leaving the country to join Islamist fighters in Syria. 
Yusufzai is believed to have left Canada in January.Q 
























Sweden ends 
sub search; case 
closed for now 

DAN BILEFSKY 
© 2014 New York Times 

“The Hunt for Reds in Oc¬ 
tober” - as the search for 
a mysterious submarine in 
Swedish waters has been 
termed - is over, at least for 
now. 

The Swedish authorities said 
Friday that a military team 
that had included mine¬ 
sweepers, helicopters and 
ships had been called off 
after a weeklong search 
for a vessel that never ma¬ 
terialized. 

“The hunt is over, and now 
the time has come to ana¬ 
lyze what happened,” said 
Ingela Nilsson, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Swedish 
Defense Ministry. At a time 
of rising East-West tensions, 
fanned by Russia’s involve¬ 
ment in the Ukraine crisis, 
the search was the big¬ 
gest mobilization of its kind 
in Sweden since the end 
of the Cold War. Some 
ground forces will remain 
on alert, Nilsson said. 

Signs of a possible vessel in 
the Stockholm archipelago 
were first detected on Oct. 
17, and Swedish officials 
said they suspected that 
a foreign submarine had 
infiltrated Swedish waters. 
Officials were at pains not 
to name the origin of the 
vessel, even as suspicion 
immediately fell on Russia. 
The Russian government 
has emphatically denied 
having a vessel in the area. 
Nevertheless, Nilsson said 
recent assertiveness by 
Russia in the region had 
heightened Swedish vigi¬ 
lance. She said the sight of 
the large-scale mobiliza¬ 
tion had helped reinforce 
public confidence in the 
Swedish military, and in 
government plans to in¬ 
crease military spending in 
response to rising tensions 
fueled by Russian actions 
in Ukraine and beyond. 


UK rejects ‘appalling’ EU demand for money 


RAF CASERT 
MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — British 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron insisted Friday he 
would not pay a European 
Union bill for an additional 
2.1 billion euro ($2.65 bil¬ 
lion) contribution to the EU 
coffers at a time of increas¬ 
ing pressure at home for 
the country to leave the 
bloc. 

Thumping his fist in frustra¬ 
tion, Cameron said “peo¬ 
ple should be in no doubt: 
as an important contributor 
to this organization, we are 
not suddenly going to get 
out our checkbook and 
write a check for 2 billion 
euros. It is not happening.” 
Cameron said asking Brit¬ 
ain for a top-up of some 20 
percent in its contributions 
on short notice “is an ap¬ 
palling way to behave. We 
are not paying that bill on 
the first of December." 

The Netherlands too has 
been asked for a big top- 
up, of 642 million euros, 
which Finance Minister Je- 
roen Dijsselbloem called 
“extremely surprising, un¬ 
pleasantly surprising.” 

The EU executive Com¬ 
mission said the demand 
stemmed from the fact 
that the economies of 
some countries, like Britain, 
have grown more than 
expected at the start of 


the year. Contributions are 
made according to eco¬ 
nomic size. 

“This should not have come 
as a surprise" to Britain and 


tics, said EU Commission 
President Jose Manuel Bar- 
roso. “We have been care¬ 
ful not to politicize the pro¬ 
cess we have been asked 


Cameron and his Dutch 
counterpart Mark Rutte 
already discussed a com¬ 
mon protest at the EU sum¬ 
mit, which ends Friday. The 
Netherlands too is facing 
an increasingly vocal anfi- 
EU camp. “We are not go¬ 
ing to take this lying down," 
Dijsselbloem said. 

Cameron said EU finance 
ministers would discuss the 
issue at an emergency 
meeting he had called for. 
A longtime reluctant mem¬ 
ber of the EU, Britain has 
seen a surge in the popu¬ 
larity of the UKIP party, 
which wants to get Britain 
out of the EU, claiming its 
bureaucracy is profligate. 
“The EU is like a thirsty vam¬ 
pire feasting on U.K. tax¬ 
payers’ blood. We need to 
protect the innocent vic¬ 
tims, who are us,” said UKIP 
leader Nigel Farage. 
Cameron realized the po¬ 
litical headache the EU de¬ 
mand would create as he 
tries to manage the anti-EU 
sentiment. “Is that helpful 
for Britain's membership of 
the EU? No it’s not.” 

The request for the budget 
top up comes at a time 
when Cameron has been 
telling his EU counterparts 
how well the British econo¬ 
my is doing in the face of 
the flagging fortunes on 
the continent, where even 
Germany is facing sagging 
growth. 



British Prime Minister David Cameron speaks during a media 
conference after an EU summit at the EU Council building in 
Brussels, on Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. Britain prime minister, David 
Cameron, is protesting a European Union request for an addi¬ 
tional 2.1 billion euro ($2.65 billion) contribution to the EU coffers 
at a time of increasing pressure at home for the country to leave 
the bloc. 

(AP Photo/Yves Logghe) 

other nations, since it was to administer" by the mem- 
based on national statis- ber states. 


Brazil’s Rousseff slams magazine’s allegations 


JENNY BARCHFIELD 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zilian President Dilma Rous¬ 
seff on Friday denounced 
as an "act of electoral 
terrorism" a newsmaga¬ 
zine report suggesting she 
and her predecessor were 
aware of a corrupfion 
scheme wifhin state-run oil 
giant Petrobras. 

The report published in the 


Veja newsweekly comes 
just ahead of Sunday’s 
presidential elections, cap¬ 
ping an acrimonious and 
bruising campaign in which 
Rousseff and her cenfer- 
right rival Aecio Neves 
traded allegations of cor¬ 
ruption and incompetence 
as well as personal barbs. 

In a campaign video and a 
series of tweets released a 
few hours after the maga¬ 


zine hit newsstands, Rous¬ 
seff slammed the story and 
threatened to take legal 
action. 

“Today the magazine ex¬ 
ceeded the limits of de¬ 
cency and the lack of 
ethics,” Rousseff said. “The 
magazine has committed 
this barbarity, this infamy 
... without presenting the 
most minimal proof. It’s ab¬ 
surd. It’s a crime.” 


She added that she “can¬ 
not remain quiet in the 
face of this act of electoral 
terrorism by Veja and its 
hidden partners.” 

Her ad suggested the re¬ 
port was part of a system¬ 
atic, years-long campaign 
by the right-leaning news¬ 
weekly to discredit her 
Workers’ Party, which has 
governed Brazil for the past 
12 years. 
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Venezuelans brace for fallout of slump in oil price 



People wait in line to enter a small market to try to buy items like disposable diapers, laundry de¬ 
tergent and razors in downtown Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014. The falling oil prices 
that are providing relief to drivers around the world threaten to bring more misery to the life of mil¬ 
lions of Venezuelans, whose country depends almost exclusively on oil revenue. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


JOSHUA GOODMAN 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — The falling oil prices 
that are providing relief to 
drivers around the world 
threaten to bring more mis¬ 
ery to the life of Milagro Al¬ 
varez and millions of other 
Venezuelans, whose coun¬ 
try depends almost exclu¬ 
sively on oil revenue. 

The math teacher has 
been getting up before 
dawn each day and rush¬ 
ing out to hunt for dispos¬ 
able diapers, one of scores 
of products that have 
been in short supply due to 
price restrictions and cur¬ 
rency controls put in place 
by the socialist govern¬ 
ment long before the slide 
in petroleum prices. 

“The government says 
we’re a rich country, so 
why do we have to stand 
in line and beg to buy dia¬ 
pers?” said Alvarez, stand¬ 
ing under a pink umbrella 
to protect herself and her 
5-month-old daughter 
Annabeth from the blaz¬ 
ing sun after three hours 
queued up in front of a 
Farmatodo store. 

Now Venezuela is sudden¬ 


ly a lot less rich, and many 
fear those lines will just get 
longer. 

The country with the 
world’s largest oil reserves 
was struggling to keep 
shelves filled even when 
crude was selling for $100 a 
barrel or more. Now prices 
for benchmark Brent crude 


have fallen $28 in the past 
four months, to $86, the re¬ 
sult of too much supply and 
weaker global demand. 

In Venezuela, where 95 per¬ 
cent of exports are oil, the 
decline represents a huge 
loss of income to pay for 
everything from imported 
milk to foreign debt, from 
social programs to billions 
in subsidized oil for allies in 
the Caribbean and Central 
America. 

Bank of America estimates 
that for every dollar that oil 
prices drop, the state loses 
$770 million in net revenue 
over a year. That puts reve¬ 
nue $12 billion a year below 
peak levels if current prices 
hold. Venezuela already 
has one of the world’s big¬ 
gest fiscal deficits, estimat¬ 
ed at 15 percent of GDP, 
and even before the latest 
slide was considering sell¬ 
ing its American subsidiary 
Citgo Petroleum Corp. to 
raise cash. 

The government has called 
for an emergency summit 
of the Organization of Pe¬ 
troleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries to discuss cutting pro¬ 
duction to raise prices — a 
position that could face 
opposition by other cartel 
members. 

But it has given no hint of 
how it will make up for the 
revenue loss in the mean¬ 
time. President Nicolas 
Maduro has assured Wall 
Street that the country 


won’t default on its debt 
and has told poor Venezu¬ 
elans that their social ben¬ 
efits are safe. 

“There'll be no catastrophe 
or collapse,” Maduro said 
last week. “Venezuela has 
guaranteed all the resourc¬ 
es it needs to keep prosper¬ 
ing.” 

None of those reassuranc¬ 
es seem to resonate in the 
block-long line outside the 
Farmatodo pharmacy in 
downtown Caracas, where 
consumers elbow one an¬ 
other and trade insults with 
armed guards placed at 
the door to avoid a stam¬ 
pede. 

To restrict hoarding and 
purchases by resellers, the 
nation’s biggest drugstore 
chain this week began re¬ 
quiring customers to pres¬ 
ent their government-is¬ 
sued ID card, which clerks 
enter in a database to 
track purchases of price- 
capped goods that are 
frequently in short supply. 
For diapers, the limit is two 
small packages per week. 
The government itself is 
rolling out a sort-of ration¬ 
ing system using fingerprint 
scanners in western states 
where smugglers do a 
brisk business buying price- 
controlled goods in Ven¬ 
ezuela and selling them at 
a huge profit in Colombia 
— actions the government 
blames for the shortages. 
The oil crisis is partly of the 


government’s making, 
economists say. 

Unlike neighboring Colom¬ 
bia, which took advan¬ 
tage of the past decade’s 
petroleum windfall to 
boost production and sav¬ 
ings, the late former Presi¬ 
dent Hugo Chavez and 
now Maduro have relied 
almost exclusively on the 
price of oil to fund govern¬ 
ment spending. 

In 2005, state-run petro¬ 
leum company PDVSA 
projected it would be 
pumping almost 6 million 
barrels of oil per day by 
now. Instead, production 
has steadily declined to 
around 2.4 million barrels 

— about the same level as 
it was in the 1960s. 

Even as production stalls, 
Venezuela has to send 
more shipments to China 
to cover payments on bil¬ 
lions of dollars in loans. 

“It’s amazing that despite 
the highest oil prices in the 
industry’s history, and the 
hemisphere's biggest re¬ 
serves, production in Ven¬ 
ezuela has declined from 
its peak in 1997," said Fran¬ 
cisco Monaldi, a Harvard 
University professor who 
specializes in energy. “It 
really takes some talent to 
get into this mess.” 
Although the situation is 
dire, the government still 
has room to maneuver, 
Monaldi said. He said Mad¬ 
uro will likely pursue an ar¬ 
ray of policies — including 
a stealth currency devalu¬ 
ation, printing more boli¬ 
vars and cutting spending 

— without embracing a 
pro-market stance. 

The government could 
also raise gas prices that 
are the world’s cheapest, 
about 5 cents per gallon at 
the official exchange rate 
and practically free at the 
widely used black market 
rate. 

Each choice, however, en¬ 
tails political risks at a time 
when the opposition is em¬ 
boldened by polls showing 
80 percent of Venezuelans 
believe the country is on 
the wrong track. Support 
for Maduro stood at 30 
percent in a poll this month 
by Caracas-based Data- 
nalisis, a record low in his 
18-month administration. 
□ 




PALM BEACH #33-A 



STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 

[7] 

Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH £ SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 



























Madame Janette kicks off their first Oktoberfestival! 



ORANJESTAD - Since the 
beginning of time, men 
have loved their beer. 
From Egypt to Ireland, 
from Germany to the US, 
man has tasted and wor¬ 
shipped the malted drink in 
its completeness. And now 
Madame Janette is provid¬ 
ing the local public and 
tourists the opportunity to 
come and enjoy a taste of 
their first-ever Oktoberfesti¬ 
val, which will take place in 
the restaurant’s new Craft 
Beer Garden from Friday, 
October 24, until Saturday 
November 1. 

Karsten Gersing, owner of 
Madame Janette, came 
with the idea about 6 
months ago, when he 
was in Miami, where he 
saw several pubs and bars 
where they serve quality 
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Bavarian Pork Knuck¬ 
les, Spiessbraten, and of 
course the traditional Ok¬ 
toberfestival Pretzels. 

“It's not the quantity, but 
the quality of the place,” 
Gersing told Aruba Today. 
Fie, together with his part¬ 
ner Ramon Helgers, found¬ 
ed Madame Janette 15 
years ago, which resulted 
in a haven which offers 
fine dining in a casual at¬ 



draft beer to the delight of 
patrons. Madame Janette 
offers a huge selection of 
specially imported Origi¬ 
nal Bavarian Oktoberfest 
Beers, as well as over 75 
hand selected prime brews 
from around the world. 

To compliment their world- 


class brew selection, the 
chefs have created a spe¬ 
cial Oktoberfestival Menu 
with the original Oktober¬ 
fest Dishes you normally 
only find at the Munich 
Oktoberfest: Bavarian Sau¬ 
sages, Bavarian Meatloaf, 
World Famous Roasted 


mosphere. 

Come and let the lovely 
staff of Madame Janette 
show you the ‘Madame 
Janette Experience,’ 
and have a taste of the 
best brews in the world 
during their inaugural 
OktoberfestivalO 
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Loyal Members Honored at the Marriott Surf Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a group of loyal 
and friendly Visitors of Aru¬ 


ba, at the Marriott Surf Club 
as Distinguished Visitors. The 
symbolic honorary titles are 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 


a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees were Mr. 
Wilfredo and Mrs. Theresa 



Martinez from Seaford, 
New York, Mr. David and 
Mrs. Marilyn Laher from 
Wooster, Ohio and Mr. 
Clive and Mrs. Barbara So- 
han from Hazlet, New Jer¬ 
sey. The honorees are loyal 
members of the Marriott 
Surf Club and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, relaxation and being 
on Aruba and staying at 
the Surf Club is like being 
home for them. The cer¬ 
tificates were presented by 
Mr. Ernest Giel representing 



the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Ms. Jenny 
Boekhoudt representing 
the Marriott Surf Club. 
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■Join us today for a 

satwave-of cash! 


-_ 


;\ From 6pm to 10pm, we 're giving away $20 Casfr 
\ to iucky Advantage Players every 20 minutes. 


'Jd/toie yoei to pt&yf 

Open daily 10am to 4am * J.E. Irausquin Bind #47 * 533.5000 • casinoalhambra.tom 
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The Shops 

At Alhambra Casino 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 

Baskin Robbins • Qunkin Donuts 
Fusion Piano 3 Wine Bar 
Juan Valdsz Gala * Subway * H Glass 
Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Holly wood Smokehouse 
Hungry Piranha - Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Tirner Boutique 
The Lazy Lizard- * The Martel 




CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Watersports Center 


Located between 
The Marriott and The Ritz Carlton J 




Windsurfing-Kitesurfing-Paddleboard-SUP Yoga-Kayak 


call 582-7800 




Araba-Acttvc-VKJEliMiiiCiMTi 

TeH'HH 586 0989 


Located Va mile past the Ritz Carlton Hotel 


(Blue trailers, colored flags) 


idden secrets! 


Rent a Car of Aruba 


BOOK NOW: (+297) S86-373S 


CALL for more information 
about our Special Price 
Tel: 582-7800 

We will t*&ra€*n*Mlly muhe your 
cut juAt the MMDUjj you tihe it ... 
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14th visit to Aruba and even more 
to Salt & Pepper for Eleonor 

PALM BEACH - Years ago, 
Eleonor and Jon Moteland 
from Medway, MA found 
Salt & Pepper restaurant in 
the Arawak Garden. Since 
then they have always 
gone back for its excel¬ 
lent breakfast, its escargots 
and burgers and to have a 
drink with Nick. The couple 
is now on the island for the 
fourteenth time, staying 
at Divi Dutch Village, their 
home away from home. 
Salt & Pepper is famed for 
its fabulous tapas, but its 
daily specials and regular 
menu are also not to be 
sneezed at. The Arawak 
Garden can be found 
across from the Occiden¬ 
tal Resort; it is a cozy, res¬ 
taurant-filled plaza with 
small shops, a piano bar 
and nightly live music.Q 
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Russell Henley tips his hat 
during the second round of 
the McGladrey Classic golf 
tournament, in St. Simons 
Island, Ga. 

(AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton) 


GREEN DAY 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Geor¬ 
gia (AP) — Russell Hen¬ 
ley has a reminder on his 
phone that goes off every 
day at noon to tell him he’s 
the best putter in the world. 
He didn't need one Friday 
in the McGladrey Classic. 
Playing for the first time 
since Sept. 14 at the Tour 
Championship, Henley 
one-putted 10 greens on 
the Seaside course at Sea 
Island and tied his personal 
best on the PGA Tour with 
a 7-under 63 to take the 
lead among early starters 
in the second round. 

The 25-year-old from Geor¬ 
gia would not have seen 
that coming. When he 
teed off in the morning 
chill, he opened with a 
bogey on No. 10 and was 
simply trying to keep warm. 
The only 63 on his mind was 
whether the temperature 
would get that high. It did, 
and he got hot with his best 
club in the bag. 

“After the first hole, I was just 
thinking, ‘All right, you've 
got to hang in there and 
just be patient and hope¬ 
fully get something going.' 
And I did,” Henley said. 

Continued on Page 18 



Raiders Try tdiErase Onm Blank Left in NFL 


Oakland Raiders quarterback Derek Carr (4) and wide receiver James Jones celebrate after connecting on a touchdown pass in 
Oakland, Calif. There's only one zero remaining in the NFL standings, right next to Oakland — and on the wrong side of the ledger. 
The Raiders will attempt to change that stat Sunday when they face the Browns in Cleveland. 

(AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez) 


There's only one zero re¬ 
maining in the NFL stand¬ 
ings, right next to Oakland 
— and on the wrong side of 
the ledger. 


The Raiders, as bad as any 
team over the last dozen 
years, head to Cleveland, 
where the Browns seemed 
to be in the midst of the 


league's best feel-good 
story until they went to 
Jacksonville and promptly 
handed the Jaguars their 
first win. Oakland, with a 


0-6 record, has dropped 12 
in a row going back to last 
year. 

Continued on Page 19 
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Henley’s putting gets him early lead at Sea Island 



Continued from Page 17 

He managed to turn a hor¬ 
rible drive into a birdie on 
the 18th hole at the turn, 
the start of six birdies over 
his last 10 holes. That put 
him at 9-under 131, one 
shot ahead of Brendon de 
Jonge (64). 

“That kept the round go¬ 
ing, and then I felt pretty 
good with my putter,” Hen¬ 
ley said. 

Will MacKenzie (68), Mark 
Wilson (66) and Fabian Go¬ 
mez (66) were two shots 
behind. Defending cham¬ 
pion Chris Kirk hit his first 
drive of the round into a 
hazard and made double 
bogey, but he recovered 
with five birdies for a 67 

Rory Sabbatini, of South Af¬ 
rica, hits off the 10th fairway 
during the second round of 
the McGladrey Classic golf 
tournament on Friday, Oct. 

24, 2014, in St. Simons Island, 
Ga. 

(AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton) 


that left him only four shots 
back. 

Henley has won in each 
of his first two years on the 
PGA Tour, and it was that 
inaugural win at the Sony 
Open that brought so 
much attention to his put¬ 
ting. He’s not suggesting 
he is the best putter in golf, 
though it doesn’t hurt to tell 
himself that every day. 

“I would say I'm a great 
putter. And I think if you 
want to be a great put¬ 
ter, you have to believe 
that you’re a great putter,” 
Henley said. 

That's why he added the 
phone reminder. 

“I try to just believe in my 
putting and enjoy putting, 
and people always tells 
me I’m a great putter, so 
it’s pretty easy to keep the 
confidence going when 
you're doing that,” Henley 
said. “I just wish they would 
say that about the rest of 
my game.” 

He doubts they will ever say 
that about his acoustic gui¬ 


tar. 

Henley has been fiddling 
with a guitar since he was a 
teenager, spent more time 
with it in college and when 
he turned pro, and now is 
at least good enough to 
fulfill a fantasy. During a 
friendly bet he won with 
country singer Darius Ruck¬ 
er, he was able to go on 
stage with him Wednesday 
night at Sea Island during a 
concert and play “Wagon 
Wheel,” even singing with 
him on the chorus. 

“I still can’t believe it ac¬ 
tually happened,” Hen¬ 
ley said. De Jonge ran off 
three straight birdies on his 
front nine and played bo¬ 
gey-free. More than enjoy¬ 
ing just his putting, it's key 
for Henley to enjoy his golf. 
He did well enough after 
winning the Honda Clas¬ 
sic to advance to the Tour 
Championship, meaning 
a hectic end to last sea¬ 
son. Henley was worn out 
and needed the five-week 
break.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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NFL Week 8 
Preview 

Continued from Page 17 

“Our concern is getting 
one win and winning the 
next game,” said interim 
coach Tony Sparano, 0-2 
since taking over for the 
fired Dennis Allen. “That 
really has to be our focus, 
because if we look at the 
picture down the road 
right now, the parade 
might pass us by. That hap¬ 
pened to a few teams last 
week. We’re not going to 
do that.” 

Also on Sunday, the Phila¬ 
delphia Eagles go to the 
Arizona Cardinals in a 
matchup of two superbly 
coached 5-1 teams who 
have overcome some key 
injuries. 

Philadelphia's pass rush 
has come alive, with 16 of 
19 sacks in the last three 
games. Arizona doesn’t 
have nearly that forceful a 
rush. 

The Eagles also have seven 
touchdowns not scored by 
the offense, four on special 
teams, further displaying 
their balance. 

But the Cardinals are 10-2 
with Carson Palmer at 
quarterback and their de¬ 
fense has not allowed an 
opponent to rush for 100 
yards, the only team that 
can brag about that. 

“They run a lot of different 
looks on the defensive side 
of the ball, so they can 
confuse you a little bit," Ea¬ 
gles coach Chip Kelly says. 
“But also they’ve got some 
really, really good football 
players on the defensive 
side." 

The Chicago Bears prob¬ 
ably are glad to be go¬ 
ing to New England and 
getting away from Soldier 
Field, where they are 0-3. 
That’s because they’re roll¬ 
ing on the road at 3-1. Only 
the Dallas Cowboys have 
a better record away from 
home. 


“Maybe they like to be the 
villains,” New England Pa¬ 
triots wide receiver Julian 
Edelman said. “Some guys 
get fired up away from 
home.” 

For Bears running back 
Matt Forte, the explana¬ 
tion is simple. 

“We’ve played solid foot¬ 
ball when we go win on 
the road, and at home 
it's just changed for some 
reason,” he said. “On the 
road, we've taken care 
of the football pretty well, 
and our defense has got¬ 
ten a lot of takeaways.” 
Forte has been the Bears' 
best weapon, leading the 
NFL with 52 receptions and 
placing fifth with 448 yards 
rushing. Meanwhile, de¬ 
fensive end Willie Young is 
tied for the NFC lead with 
seven sacks. 

Slowing down Patriots 
passer Tom Brady, who 
has hit his stride recently, 
would be a good idea for 
Chicago. Brady has thrown 
for 914 yards, and nine 
touchdowns with no inter¬ 
ceptions in the last three 
games, all wins. 

Elsewhere, it’s Indianapolis 
at Pittsburgh, Green Bay 
at New Orleans, Seattle 
at Carolina, Baltimore at 
Cincinnati, Miami at Jack¬ 
sonville, St. Louis at Kansas 
City, Plouston at Tennes¬ 
see, Minnesota at Tampa 
Bay and Buffalo at the 
New York Jets. 

In the second of three 
games at Wembley Sta¬ 
dium, Atlanta hosts Detroit. 
On Monday, Washington is 
at Dallas. 

The action began on Thurs¬ 
day with a terrific AFC West 
matchup in which Denver 
outscored San Diego 35-21. 
Peyton Manning threw for 
three more touchdowns, 
all to Emmanuel Sanders, 
as the Broncos improved to 
6-1. Juwan Thompson had 
two short scoring runs. The 
Chargers got two touch¬ 
down catches from tight 
end Antonio Gates. □ 



Miami Dolphins quarterback Ryan Tannehill (17) is sacked by Chicago Bears defensive tackle 
Jeremiah Ratliff (90) during an NFL football game in Chicago. Slowing down Patriots passer Tom 
Brady will be a top priority for Chicago when the Bears head to Foxboro this Sunday. 

(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 



Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


LeVent 


at tEarjle Hearn 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


FOR SALE 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 
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Edwards and Newman are surprises of NASCAR’s Chase 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
MARTINSVILLE, Virginia (AP) 

— NASCAR’s new champi¬ 
onship format came with 
fan-friendly brackets that 
likely had fans advancing 
Jimmie Johnson and Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. deep into the 
playoffs. 

Instead, both drivers were 
eliminated last week and 
the third round begins Sun¬ 
day at Martinsville Speed¬ 
way with a few surprises. 
Among them? Carl Ed¬ 
wards and Ryan Newman, 
two drivers few predicted 
would still be eligible at this 
stage of the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup championship. 
Both capitalized on poor 
performances by Earn¬ 
hardt and Johnson in the 
last round of the Chase to 
advance, and Newman 
really raised his game. He’s 
led at least one lap each 
of the last three races and 
scored three top-10 finish¬ 
es. 

“We’ve been really con¬ 


sistent — our strength has 
been our consistency,” 
Newman said. “But in say¬ 
ing that, our last three rac¬ 


es have been the strength 
of our consistency. Having 
a sixth, a seventh and a 


fifth when it really matters 
was important to us. We’ll 
just keep digging. Don’t 
really care what other 


people say if we should be 
here or if we shouldn’t be 
here. The fact is we are. 


and we have the ability to 
make the best of it.” 

He and Edwards go into 
Martinsville on Sunday 


hoping to kick-start a 
strong final round that el¬ 
evates them into the final 


four. NASCAR will crown 
the champion at the Nov. 
16 finale at Homestead, 
where the Sprint Cup will 
go to the highest finishing 
driver of the four. 

Edwards has two wins this 
season but has been me¬ 
diocre in the Chase. He 
squeezed through in the 
first round, then benefited 
from Earnhardt and John¬ 
son’s struggles in the sec¬ 
ond round. That doesn’t 
matter now as the points 
are reset and the remain¬ 
ing eight drivers begin Sun¬ 
day on equal ground. 

“We admittedly have not 
been a dominant team 
all year, so this Chase for¬ 
mat gives us an oppor¬ 
tunity to be tied for the 
points lead with four races 
left. That’s great,” he said. 
“We’re looking forward to 
the next two and hope¬ 
fully advancing to Home¬ 
stead, where we feel like 
we would have a really 
good shot at winning the 
championship.”□ 



NASCAR driver Kurt Busch heads out of the garage after practice for Sunday's Sprint Cup Series 
auto race at Martinsville Speedway in Martinsville, Va., Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. Busch will get a 
new crew chief next week. (AP Photo/Steve Helber) 





Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

|o t f S U mutter ofprestige und cpiulity ... With the purchase of $ 20 _+^up^ present this ad 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arabian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
arahibacigars@gmail. com 
www. arahibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 
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Federer wins, Nadal sinks in Swiss Indoors play 


Suarez to return 
in ‘clasico’ after 
WCup biting ban 

JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Luis Suarez's long wait is 
almost over. The much-ma¬ 
ligned forward will play his 
first minutes for Barcelona 
on Saturday against Real 
Madrid after completing 
his ban for biting an oppo¬ 
nent four months ago at the 
World Cup. 

“(Suarez) will have some 
minutes for sure, how many 
is the million-dollar ques¬ 
tion,” Barcelona coach 
Luis Enrique said on Friday, 
after having wavered on 
the question for most of the 
week in the run-up to the 
clasico. 

“It’s an important occasion 
for him, to play against Ma¬ 
drid, and make his official in¬ 
corporation with the team." 
Suarez hasn't played an 
official match since biting 
Italy’s Giorgio Chiellini in 
June. That earned him his 
third multi-game suspension 
for sinking his teeth into an 
opposing player after also 
biting rivals while playing 
for former clubs Ajax in 2010 
and Liverpool in 2013. 
Undeterred by his latest act 
of gross misconduct, Barce¬ 
lona spent 97 million euros 
(then $130 million) to sign 
the Premier League's top 
scorer from last season. 
Suarez has been receiving 
therapy and said at his pre¬ 
sentation with Barcelona in 
August that his biting days 
are behind him. He repeat¬ 
ed that pledge on Friday. 

“I think all the bad things I 
have been through are in 
the past," Suarez told The 
Guardian newspaper. “I be¬ 
lieve I am on the right path 
now, dealing with the peo¬ 
ple who can help me, the 
right kind of people. 

In the interview Suarez 
called all three biting inci¬ 
dents the result of a sudden 
“impulse." 

“Everyone has different 
ways of defending them¬ 
selves. In my case, the pres¬ 
sure and tension came 
out in that way. There are 
other players who react by 
breaking someone's leg, or 
smashing someone's nose 
across their face. What hap¬ 
pened with Chiellini is seen 
as worse. I understand why 
biting is seen so badly.”□ 


DANIELLA MATAR 
Associated Press 
BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 

Teenager Borna Coric up¬ 
set second-seeded Rafael 
Nadal in straight sets Friday 
to reach the semifinals of 
the Swiss Indoors and an¬ 
nounce himself as one of 
the rising stars of tennis. 
There was no such slip¬ 
up for Roger Federer as 
the top-seeded Swiss re¬ 
mained on course for his 
sixth title in Basel after 
beating fifth-seeded Grig- 
or Dimitrov 7-6 (4), 6-2. 
Nadal, who announced af¬ 
ter the match he will have 
season-ending appendi¬ 
citis surgery and was play¬ 
ing just his third tournament 
since Wimbledon due to 
a wrist injury, looked no¬ 
where near his best while 
Coric was in sparkling form 
to win 6-2, 7-6 (4). 

“It was difficult in the whole 
match, in the whole tour¬ 
nament," Nadal said. “Ev¬ 
ery day I felt more tired, I 
tried to practice, to get fit 
but it was not possible. The 
past four, five months have 
been very tough for me. 
It’s been difficult to play 
and compete.” 

It took the 17-year-old 
Croatian just 35 minutes to 
take the opening set, after 
storming into a 5-0 lead to 
stun the crowd. 

“It’s an unbelievable feel¬ 
ing,” Coric said. “I’m so 
proud of myself and I hope 
I can play the same game 
tomorrow. 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Geor¬ 
gia (AP) — Ted Bishop was 
ousted Friday as president 
of the PGA of America 
over a sexist tweet and 
Facebook post directed at 
Ian Poulter. 

Bishop was irritated by re¬ 
marks Poulter made in his 
book on the Ryder Cup 
captaincy of Nick Faldo in 
2008 and Tom Watson this 
year. He referred to Poulter 
as “Lil Girl” on Twitter when 
stacking up Poulter’s feats 
next to Faldo. In a Face- 
book post, he noted that 
Watson (with eight majors) 
and Faldo (with six majors 
and the Ryder Cup record 
for most points) were get- 


“There was pressure but 
I didn't have anything to 
lose, because if I lose I lost 
to the No. 1 in the world. 
I never played against 
him so I didn’t know what 
would happen, whether 
he would kill me or not.” 
Nadal, who made 19 un¬ 


forced errors in the first set, 
rallied briefly and broke 
Coric’s serve before hold¬ 
ing to love. 

The Spaniard recovered 
somewhat in the second 
set, but Coric — ranked 
124th in the world — 
matched his illustrious op¬ 
ponent shot for shot during 
some long rallies that had 
the crowd cheering in de- 


ting “bashed” by Poulter. 
“Really? Sounds like a little 
school girl squealing during 
recess. C'MON MAN!” he 
wrote. 

The PGA of America board 
voted Friday to remove 
him, meaning Bishop will 
not be invited to future 
PGA Championships and 
Ryder Cups, or any other 
courtesies extended to 
past presidents. He is the 
first PGA president to be 
ousted. Bishop had one 
month left on his two-year 
term. 

Bishop, who has two 
daughters, apologized to 
Poulter and “anyone else 
I might have offended” in 
a statement he sent to The 
Associated Press. 


light. 

Both saved a break point 
apiece to force the set into 
a tiebreaker. Coric racked 
up two match points but 
needed just one to seal 
the greatest win of his short 
career. 

Nadal needed treatment 


for appendicitis this month 
in Shanghai and said he 
will have surgery on Nov. 
3, ruling him out of next 
week’s Paris Masters and 
the season-ending ATP fi¬ 
nals in London. 

“There is nothing frustrat¬ 
ing for me in losing today,” 
Nadal said. “I knew it was 
going to happen. Either to¬ 
day or earlier in the week 


But the head pro from Indi¬ 
ana went down swinging. 
Bishop said his fellow PGA 
officers asked him to re¬ 
sign Friday and he refused, 
wanting instead to apolo¬ 
gize in person to the board 
and let the process run its 
course. “The board heard 
me out and then voted 
to impeach me," he said. 
“That is the due process 
and I respect that, as pain¬ 
ful as it might be.” 

In removing Bishop as presi¬ 
dent, the PGA of America 
board said the remarks 
were inconsistent with as¬ 
sociation’s policies. 

“The PGA of America un¬ 
derstands the enormous 
responsibility it has to lead 
this great game and to 


or tomorrow. ... I will be 
back at the beginning of 
2015 and I will be ready for 
everything.” 

Coric next plays David Gof- 
fin after the Belgian kept 
up his remarkable form to 
beat fourth-seeded Milos 
Raonic of Canada 6-7 (3), 


6-3, 6-4. 

Federer faces Ivo Karlovic 
in the other semifinal after 
the eighth-seeded Croa¬ 
tian beat Benjamin Becker 
6-4, 6-4. 

Federer, who beat Dimi¬ 
trov at the same stage last 
year, saved four set points 
in the final game of the first 
set and then comfortably 
won the tiebreaker. □ 


enrich lives in our society 
through golf,” PGA chief 
executive Pete Bevacqua 
said in a statement. “We 
must demand of ourselves 
that we make golf both 
welcoming and inclusive 
to all who want to experi¬ 
ence it, and everyone at 
the PGA of America must 
lead by example." 

The PGA of America has 
27,000 members, about 
1,100 of them women. 
Bevacqua said in a tele¬ 
phone interview that he 
received “a lot of negative 
feedback from all types 
of sources, internal and 
external.” He declined to 
specify whether PGA fe¬ 
male members were part 
of that.Q 


Ted Bishop out as PGA of America president 



Switzerland’s Roger Federer returns a ball to Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov during their quarterfinal 
match at the Swiss Indoors tennis tournament at the St. Jakobshalle in Basel Switzerland, on 
Friday Oct. 24, 2014. (AP Photo/Keystone, Georgios Kefalas) 
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AP Sports Analysis: 

All hail King James: LeBron rules NBA 


TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — His shirt 
soaked with champagne 
after winning his fourth title 
in 2007, Tim Duncan had 
one more move before 
celebrating further with 
his Spurs teammates. He 
pivoted in a hallway in¬ 
side Quicken Loans Arena, 
pulled 22-year-old LeBron 
James close and delivered 
a message. 

“The league is going to be 
yours soon,” Duncan told 
James. 

Seven years later, there’s 
no denying the power and 
influence James holds over 
the NBA. 

It’s his league. 

Beyond being the world’s 
most complete player, 
a multifaceted, once-in- 
a-generation megastar, 
James is the undisputed 
face of his sport. Both icon¬ 
ic and inspirational, James 
transcends the game like 
Michael Jordan before 
him. 

Whether it's adding a new 
wrinkle to his offensive rep¬ 
ertoire, signing a shorter 
contract to give himself 
more options or his choice 
of headphones, James sets 
standards on and off the 
floor. He recently passed 
Tiger Woods as the athlete 
with the top brand value, 
according to Forbes, with 
endorsements worth more 
than $50 million last year 
alone. 

“We have tons of stars in 
this league,” Mavericks 
center Tyson Chandler 
said. “But that’s another 
level and a different mag¬ 
nitude of a player.” 

Two months shy of his 30th 
birthday, James already 
has a lifetime's worth of ac¬ 
complishments: Two-time 
NBA champion, four-time 
MVP, double Olympic gold 
medalist, A-list celebrity, 
philanthropist, business¬ 
man, husband and father. 
“And,” Milwaukee coach 
Jason Kidd said with a sigh, 
“he’s still young.” 

His decision this summer to 
return to the Cavs — re¬ 
vealed in a touching essay 
— helped Akron's favorite 
son win over fans who felt 
swindled when he signed 
with Miami four years ago. 


By coming home, James 
boosted Cleveland’s im¬ 
age and economy, turning 
a city already on the re¬ 
bound into a sports hotspot 
and attractive destination 
for future free agents. 
LeRoy Brooks, a finance 
professor at John Car- 
roll University, estimates 
James' return will pro¬ 
duce nearly $500 million 
in revenue in the city. The 


Cavs sold out season tick¬ 
ets, bars and restaurants 
are expanding staff and 
downtown hotels are filling 
up with out-of-town guests 
for the winter, when cold 
winds off Lake Erie keep lo¬ 
cals inside. 

Teamed with All-Stars Kev¬ 
in Love and Kyrie Irving, 
James and the Cavs are a 
must-see attraction. 
“Everybody is getting 
a piece of him coming 
back," Chandler said. 
“Clearly, he's the big dog.” 
And as he approaches his 
12th season, James faces 
greater pressure than ever. 
Every move draws com¬ 
parisons to Jordan and 
other legends. If he can 
deliver Cleveland its first 
pro sports title since 1964, 
he’ll boost his argument as 
the game’s all-time best. 
The latest chapter in his 
campaign launched with 
his essay: “I'm coming 
home.” 

The words brought Cleve¬ 
land to a standstill. 


Workers at lunch spilled into 
the streets with joy. Grown 
men cried at James’ heart¬ 
felt sentiments. 

“To be able to affect peo¬ 
ple’s lives in the greater 
good, I'm very humbled 
by that and I don't take 
those moments for grant¬ 
ed,” James said, reflecting 
on his July 11 proclama¬ 
tion. “Once I’m done. I'll 
be able to really sit back 


and say, ‘Wow, that hap¬ 
pened.’ And try to enjoy 
some of it.” 

James plotted the move 
for some fime. He kept a 
close eye on the Cavs from 
afar, publicly stafing he 
liked fheir direction. He felt 
they were a player or two 
from contention. Turns out 
he was the missing piece. 
Still, James came back de¬ 
spite several unknowns. 

He had never met new 
Cavs coach David Blatt, a 
European legend hired in 
June. He didn’t know gen¬ 
eral manager David Griffin, 
either. And there was no 
guarantee the team could 
bolster its roster. 

There was also the rift with 
Cavs owner Dan Gilbert, 
who assailed James with a 
famous letter. The two met 
in Florida a few days be¬ 
fore the decision, Gilbert 
apologized and James for¬ 
gave him, preferring to talk 
face to face. 

“You hash if ouf and move 
on,” James said. 


James felt as long as he 
was coming home all 
things were possible. The 
team itself was a small fac¬ 
tor. 

“It was more about these 
fans and the city and the 
people here and the peo¬ 
ple who watched me grow 
from when I firsf picked up 
a baskefball at age 8 to 
now at 29,” he said. “The 
team didn’t mean much.” 


Expectations have grown 
after Love came in a 
blockbuster trade and the 
Cavs signed free agents 
Shawn Marion, Mike Miller 
and James Jones, a sup¬ 
porting cast loaded with 
playoff experience. 

“I didn’t envision our team 
being like this right off the 
bat,” said James, who 
signed a two-year, $42.1 
million contract. “I did sac¬ 
rifice the right now for the 
future. I felt like me com¬ 
ing, we could hopefully 
add some pieces. Obvi¬ 
ously it happened quicker 
than I thought." 

Once reluctant to take a 
strong stance on issues, 
James recognizes there’s 
a larger responsibility inher¬ 
ent in being the league’s 
top player. Lately, he has 
been more outspoken on 
issues like the length of the 
season and the NBA's TV 
deal. 

He’s embraced his role as 
a leader, and not just for 
the Cavaliers. □ 



Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James drives past Miami Heat’s Danny Granger at a NBA preseason 
basketball game that’s part of the NBA Global Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in October, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Felipe Dana) 



LA’s Steve Nash 
out for season 
with back injury 

GREG BEACHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los 

Angeles Lakers guard 
Steve Nash has been ruled 
out for the season with a 
back injury, putting the 
two-time NBA Most Valu¬ 
able Player's career in 
doubt. 

The Lakers and Nash an¬ 
nounced their joint deci¬ 
sion late Thursday, less than 
a week before the start of 
what would have been 
the 40-year-old Nash's 19th 
NBA season. He played in 
only 15 games last season 
with nerve root irritation, 
but hoped for a come¬ 
back season affer several 
months of rehabilitation. 
Instead, the Canadian 
point guard played in just 
three preseason games 
before feeling more back 
pain. He then strained his 
back while carrying bags 
several days ago. 

“Being on the court this 
season has been my top 
priority, and it is disappoint¬ 
ing to not be able to do 
that right now,” Nash said. 
“I work very hard to stay 
healthy, and unfortunately 
my recent setback makes 
performing at full capac¬ 
ity difficult. I will continue 
to support my team dur¬ 
ing this period of resf, and 
will focus on my long-term 
health.” 

Nash will “focus on rest and 
rehabilitation," accord¬ 
ing to the team’s news re¬ 
lease. He is in the final sea¬ 
son of his three-year con¬ 
tract with the Lakers, but 
the club’s announcement 
made no mention of pos¬ 
sible retirement. 

Nash has played in only 
65 games since the Lakers 
traded four draft picks for 
him in 2012 in a spectacu¬ 
larly failed attempt to as¬ 
semble a title contender 
built around Kobe Bryant, 
Dwight Howard, Pau Gasol 
and Nash. 

Nash, the NBA’s oldest ac¬ 
tive player, is due more 
than $9 million this season. 
“As disappointed as we 
are for ourselves and our 
fans, we're even more dis¬ 
appointed for Steve,” Lak¬ 
ers general manager Mitch 
Kupchak said.Q 
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Connected Christmas: Tech Twist on Home for the Holidays 


STUART ELLIOTT 

©2014 New York Times 
Back in the day, a “con¬ 
nected Christmas” was 
when Mom and Dad man¬ 
aged to assemble Junior's 
train set before he woke 
up to open his presents. 
Fast-forward to 2014, when 
Madison Avenue is woo¬ 
ing shoppers to make this 
a connected Christmas by 
adding products for the 
connected home - a.k.a. 
the smart home - to their 
holiday shopping lists. 

The growth in marketing ef¬ 
forts for connected-home 
items like thermostats, se¬ 
curity cameras, smart lights 
and smoke alarms is be¬ 
ing fueled by two factors. 
One is the hearty appe¬ 
tite among consumers for 
technology. 

The other factor is a steady 
increase in the arrival of 
connected home gadgets 
on the shelves and websites 
of major retailers like Best 
Buy, Home Depot, Lowe's, 
Target and Wal-Mart. 

The category is “definitely 
building,” Kathee Tesija, 
chief merchandising and 
supply chain officer at Tar¬ 
get, said in an interview this 
week as she and other se¬ 
nior executives discussed 


their Christmas 2014 mar¬ 
keting plans. “And it’s good 
all year long, not necessar¬ 
ily just for the holidays." 
Those hoping shoppers will 


sing (with apologies to Per¬ 
ry Como) “There's No Place 
Like the Connected Home 
for the Holidays” include 
venerable marketers, new¬ 
comers and partnerships 
that bring together both. 
For instance, General Elec¬ 
tric is selling connected- 


home products on its own 
and in a collaboration with 
Quirky, a startup that is a 
kind of social network for 
inventors. 


Quirky has its own prod¬ 
ucts, too, as do specialists 
in connected-home mer¬ 
chandise like Belkin Inter¬ 
national, with its WeMo 
brand, and Nest Labs, 
which Google acquired 
this year for $3.2 billion. 
Both Nest and WeMo plan 


large Christmas campaigns 
that include elements like 
television commercials, ads 
in magazines and newspa¬ 
pers, digital and outdoor 


ads, sponsorships, ads in 
stores and content in social 
media. 

Google's acquisition of 
Nest “has rapidly acceler¬ 
ated this market, by a year 
and a half,” said Kieran 
Hannon, chief marketing 
officer of Belkin in Los An¬ 


geles, and products that 
once interested primarily 
“tech types" now have a 
broader appeal. 

‘“Tech types’ is pretty 
much nearly everybody 
these days,” he added, 
particularly people “who 
love to solve things and 
share those ‘solves’ with 
their friends and family.” 
The campaign for WeMo, 
with a budget estimated at 
$10 million to $15 million, will 
seek to establish WeMo “as 
a stand-alone brand,” Han¬ 
non said; it has previously 
been marketed as Belkin 
WeMo. 

Hannon has hired the Los 
Angeles office of Crispin 
Porter & Bogusky, part 
of MDC Partners, as the 
WeMo creative agency; 
other agencies working 
on the campaign, which 
carries the theme “WeMo 
that,” include the Palisades 
Media Group in addition to 
an internal team at Belkin. 
The ads will promote WeMo 
as a way for “you to stay 
connected in the moment 
you’re in,” Hannon said, 
adding as an example: “If 
you’re having lunch you 
shouldn’t have to worry 
about dashing home to 
feed your pet.Q 



Belkin International, with its WeMo brand, are wooing shoppers to make this a connected Christ¬ 
mas by adding products for the connected home - a.k.a. the smart home - to their holiday shop¬ 
ping lists. 

(Handout Photo) 


Research center to develop 2G surgical robots 


JOHN MARKOFF 

©2014 New York Times 
With funding from the Na¬ 
tional Science Foundation 
and two private donors, 
scientists at the University 
of California, Berkeley, will 
establish a research center 
intended to help develop 
medical robots that can 
perform low-level and re¬ 
petitive surgical tasks, free¬ 
ing doctors to concentrate 
on the most challenging 
and complex aspects of 
the operations they per¬ 
form. 

“Our goal is to help sur¬ 
geons focus on the criti¬ 
cal aspects of surgery, 
rather than having to per¬ 
form each tedious and re¬ 
petitive subtask," said Ken 
Goldberg, a professor of 
engineering at the univer¬ 
sity and a founder of the 
new Center for Automation 
and Learning for Medical 
Robotics. 


The center’s other founders 
are Pieter Abbeel, a profes¬ 
sor of electrical engineer¬ 
ing and computer science, 
and Sachin Patil, a post¬ 
doctoral researcher. 

Some surgical tasks in¬ 
volving bone can be per¬ 
formed robots on their own, 
including certain aspects of 
hip and knee replacement. 
But fully automated robotic 
surgery on soft tissues is be¬ 
yond current technology. 

In May, in collaboration 
with surgeons at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Davis, 
and the Center for Robotic 
Surgery in Singapore, the 
researchers presented a 
paper detailing what they 
described as the first exam¬ 
ple of a robot automating 
surgical tasks involving soft 
tissue. 

Currently the da Vinci sur¬ 
gical robot, developed 
by Intuitive Surgical of 
Sunnyvale, California, is 


operated by surgeons at a 
workstation who remotely 
control instruments inserted 
through small incisions dur¬ 
ing minimally invasive pro¬ 
cedures. 

The system currently does 
not automate surgical 
tasks, but it does give doc¬ 
tors high levels of precision. 
Still, the da Vinci systems 
are controversial. 

A series of research reports 
have found that some doc¬ 
tors are not adequately 
trained to use the equip¬ 
ment and that the ma¬ 
chines are not superior to 
conventional surgery. 

A surgeon who is collabo¬ 
rating with the Berkeley ro¬ 
boticists said that the short¬ 
comings are related to lack 
of training and experience, 
rather than any fundamen¬ 
tal shortcoming in the tech¬ 
nology. 

“There are no bad robots, 
there are just bad sur¬ 


geons,” said Dr. W. Douglas 
Boyd, a professor of surgery 
at the University of Califor¬ 
nia Davis Health System. 
Boyd, who was an early 
user of the da Vinci robot 
and the first surgeon to per¬ 
form minimally invasive by¬ 
pass surgery on a beating 
human heart, said that the 
fault often lay with hospital 
administrators who acquire 
medical robots for compet¬ 
itive purposes and neglect 
proper training. 

Boyd and the Berkeley re¬ 
searchers tried a different 
approach; 

They tried to teach a da 
Vinci robot to learn from a 
human surgeon - Boyd him¬ 
self. 

In a series of experiments, 
they “taught” the equip¬ 
ment to cut away small 
fragments of cancerous tis¬ 
sue on its own and to make 
a circular incision without 
human guidance, a stan¬ 


dard training task. 

The robot was able to per¬ 
form the jobs with accu¬ 
racy, but roughly no better 
than half as fast as a hu¬ 
man surgeon. 

“I think this is a small but 
good step toward a hard- 
to-reach goal of enabling 
us to show a robot how to 
do something,” said Ken¬ 
neth Salisbury, a Stanford 
University roboticist who 
also focuses on medical ro¬ 
bots. 

Currently 14 research 
groups have versions of 
the da Vinci robot and are 
sharing software and data 
in an effort to make them 
into surgical assistants. 

In addition to a system do¬ 
nated by Intuitive and a 
$3 million National Science 
Foundation research grant, 
Berkeley’s new medical ro¬ 
botics center has been giv¬ 
en $200,000 in seed grants 
by private donorsO 
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Wall Street has best week in nearly 2 years 


KEN SWEET 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market closed out 
its best week in nearly two 
years on a positive note 
Friday, helped by strong 
quarterly earnings from Mi¬ 
crosoft and other big U.S. 
companies. 

After weeks of speculation 
over the fate of Europe’s 
economy, Ebola fears and 
plunging oil prices, inves- 


the market are earnings 
expectations and corpo¬ 
rate fundamentals, and 
so far they’re looking pret¬ 
ty good,” said Michael 
Arone, chief investment 
strategist at State Street 
Global Advisors. 

Profits for S&P 500 com¬ 
panies are up 5.6 percent 
from a year ago this earn¬ 
ings season, according to 
FactSet. That growth is bet¬ 
ter than the 4.6 percent 


expectations. Cloud ser¬ 
vices, a business the com¬ 
pany has focused on, also 
grew. Microsoft rose $1.11, 
or 2.5 percent, to $46.13. 
UPS also reported strong re¬ 
sults and expects Decem¬ 
ber shipments to rise 11 
percent from a year ago. 
Many investors consider 
UPS a bellwether for how 
the U.S. economy is doing, 
particularly during the cru¬ 
cial holiday shopping sea- 



Trader Anthony Carannante, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. The 
stock market closed out its best week in nearly two years on a positive note Friday, helped by 
strong quarterly earnings from Microsoft and other big U.S. companies. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


tors were able to get back 
to basics. Wall Street is in 
the midst of one of the bus¬ 
iest times of the year, when 
companies report their 
quarterly results. Ultimately 
what drives stock prices 
higher is the potential for 
a company to earn more, 
so higher profits generally 
mean higher stock prices. 
“What matters most to 


increase the market was 
expecting. 

Quarterly results from Mi¬ 
crosoft and UPS helped 
lift stocks Friday, but there 
have been other strong re¬ 
ports this week. Caterpillar, 
3M, Apple and others have 
all came in well above ex¬ 
pectations. 

Microsoft’s sales and profits 
were well above analysts’ 


son. UPS rose 11 cents, or 
0.1 percent, to $100.59. 
Investors were able to set 
aside dismal third-quarter 
results from Amazon. The 
online retailer's stock took 
a beating, but that wasn’t 
enough to drag down the 
rest of the market. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 127.51 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 16,805.41. 


The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index added 13.76 points, 
or 0.7 percent, to 1,964.58 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 
ite rose 30.92 points, or 0.7 
percent, to 4,483.72. 

The S&P 500 rose 4.1 per¬ 
cent for the week, its big¬ 
gest gain since January 
2013. But volatility can go 
both ways. Just as the mar¬ 
ket jumped sharply this 
week, it plunged just as 
sharply last week. The in¬ 
dex is still down 0.4 percent 
for October. 

“We’ve seen the market 
sell-off and we saw people 
buy on the bounce, and 
that looks like it will con¬ 
tinue,” said Brad McMillan, 
chief investment officer af 
Commonwealfh Financial. 
Amazon reported a steep- 
er-than-expected quar¬ 
terly loss despite soaring 
sales. Investors have grown 
impatient with the compa¬ 
ny, which has been unable 
to deliver profits even as it 
gains ground as one of the 
world’s largest retail com¬ 
panies. Amazon fell $26.12, 
or 8 percent, to $287.06. 
Investors are turning their 
focus to next week's Fed¬ 
eral Reserve policy meet¬ 
ing for hints about the fu¬ 
ture of fhe central bank’s 
bond purchases and its 
short-terms interest rates. 
The bond-buying program 
has kept long-term rates 
extremely low to encour¬ 
age investment and hir¬ 
ing. Recent mixed signals 
about the strength of the 
U.S. recovery have prompt¬ 
ed speculation that the 
Fed might let the program 
continue for longer than 
previously anticipatedO 


Chiquita reject plans to merge with Fyffes 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 

Chiquita shareholders 
have rejected plans to 
merge with Irish fruit im¬ 
porter Fyffes that would 
have made the world's 
largest banana supplier. 
Chiquita Brands Interna¬ 
tional Inc. said Friday that 
the shareholders didn't 
approve a revised trans¬ 
action agreement be¬ 
tween the two companies 
during a special share¬ 
holders meeting. Chiquita 
and Fyffes PLC have given 
notice to terminate their 


agreement. 

The proposed agreement 
with Fyffes was an all-stock 
deal, with the companies 
planning to incorporate in 
Dublin to take advantage 
of lower tax rates. Chiq¬ 
uita is now based in Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina. 

On Monday proxy adviso¬ 
ry firm Institutional Share¬ 
holder Services recom¬ 
mended that Chiquita in¬ 
vestors support the Fyffes 
deal because it is the best 
option for shareholders. 
ISS had previously said 


shareholders should vofe 
against the deal because 
Chiquita might get a bet¬ 
ter offer elsewhere. 
Chiquita President and 
CEO Edward Lonergan 
said in a statement that 
while the company was 
convinced Fyffes would 
have been a strong merg¬ 
er partner, the companies 
“will now go forward as 
competitors.” 

Chiquita said it now ex¬ 
pects to enter talks with in¬ 
vestment firm Safra Group 
and juice company Cu- 


trale Group on their com¬ 
peting offer of $14.50 per 
share in cash, or $681 mil¬ 
lion. Chiquita received the 
latest bid from fhe pair on 
Wednesday affer previ¬ 
ously rejecting buyout of¬ 
fers from the two Brazilian 
companies. The prior of¬ 
fer from Safra and Cutrale 
was $14 per share. They 
had bid $13 per share in 
August. 

Shares of Chiquifa add¬ 
ed 49 cenfs, or 3.6 per¬ 
cent, to $14.25 in morning 
trading.Q 



STREET BRIEFS 

Sweden’s Volvo 
profits rise amid 
mixed markets 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — 

Swedish truck maker 
AB Volvo says net profit 
in the third quarter rose 
slightly to 1.6 billion kro¬ 
nor ($220 million) in a 
mixed economic en¬ 
vironment. The Gote- 
borg-based company 
said Friday the figure 
for July-September was 
up from 1.4 billion kro¬ 
nor in the same period 
last year. Volvo, which 
also makes buses, en¬ 
gines and construction 
equipment, said sales 
grew slightly from last 
year to 67.2 million kro¬ 
nor ($9.2 million). CEO 
Olof Persson said in a 
statement the heavy- 
duty trucks forecast for 
2015 will be the same 
as in 2014 in Europe, Ja¬ 
pan and China, but on 
a higher level in North 
America and India and 
lower in Brazil. □ 

Germany’s BASF 
warns on profits 
and shares drop 

BERLIN (AP) — Chemi¬ 
cal and oil company 
BASF is warning that its 
profits will come in be¬ 
low its previous forecast 
in the wake of slow¬ 
er global economic 
growth and industrial 
production. Shares in 
BASF SE dropped 2.4 
percent to 69.34 eu¬ 
ros ($87.70) in Frankfurt 
trading Friday after the 
company revised its 
forecast. BASF upheld 
its target of a slight in¬ 
crease in pretax earn¬ 
ings this year but said 
that “from today’s point 
of view" it no longer ex¬ 
pects to reach its previ¬ 
ous 2015 forecast of 80 
billion euros in revenue 
and 14 billion euros in 
pretax profit. It says it 
now expects those fig¬ 
ures to be “in line with 
market expectations” 
— in the case of pretax 
profit that means some¬ 
where between 10 and 
12 billion euros. □ 
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Ford profit falls in third quarter on truck costs 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Auto Writer 
DEARBORN, Mich. (AP) — 

Ford’s new aluminum-sided 
F-150 will be a lot lighter 
and more efficient when it 
goes on sale later this year. 
But for now it’s a serious 
drag on profits. 

Net income dropped 34 
percent to $835 million in 
the third quarter, largely 
due to the cost of launch¬ 
ing the pickup. The new 
F-150, which is 700 pounds 
lighter due to its aluminum 
construction, is scheduled 
to go on sale by the end of 


this year. 

Ford has repeatedly 
warned investors that this 
year would be difficult fi¬ 
nancially. It’s launching a 
record 23 vehicles world¬ 
wide, including the F-150 
and the new Mustang 
sports car that went on sale 
during the third quarter. It’s 
also building five plants in 
Asia and launching the lux¬ 
ury Lincoln brand in China. 
Yet, investors keep showing 
signs of nervousness over 
the pickup truck gamble. 
After hitting a high of $17.84 
in July, Ford’s shares have 


steadily declined. After the 
earnings report, the shares 
were down 4.3 percent to 
$13.77 in midday trading. 
The F-Series has been the 
best-selling vehicle in the 
U.S. for 30 years; changing 
its body from steel to alu¬ 
minum could be a game- 
changer for the industry, 
but it could also hurt Ford’s 
reputation — and profits — 
if the new material causes 
quality problems or doesn’t 
meet buyers' expectations. 
Morgan Stanley analyst 
Adam Jonas estimates the 
F-Series accounts for 90 


percent of Ford's global 
automotive profits. 

Chief Financial Officer Bob 
Shanks acknowledged that 
in the short term, Ford won’t 
be making the kinds of 
margins it usually sees on its 
pickups. The Dearborn and 
Kansas City plants won’t be 
fully operational until the 
second quarter of 2015, he 
said, and margins histori¬ 
cally improve over the life 
of the truck. 

But Ford CEO Mark Fields 
downplayed concerns, 
saying the company re¬ 
mains on track to start sell¬ 


ing the truck by the end of 
this year. 

“Launches are a complex 
thing, but we are absolute¬ 
ly on plan with the launch 
and it is progressing well,” 
he said. “We’re exactly 
where we expected to be 
at this point.” 

Ford also cut back on cur¬ 
rent F-150 sales in order to 
preserve inventories while it 
readies the new truck. That 
hurt pretax profits in North 
America, which fell 39 per¬ 
cent to $1.4 billion. Sales in 
the region dropped 8 per¬ 
cent. 


UPS expects double-digit surge in Dec shipments 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Business Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — UPS might 
levy surcharges or even 
turn away some holiday 
shipments this year if retail¬ 
ers surprise the delivery gi¬ 
ant by dropping off more 
packages than they had 
planned. 

UPS executives discussed 
the possibilities Friday as 
they detailed plans for im¬ 
proving on last holiday sea¬ 
son, when many consumers 
didn't get their packages 
by Christmas as promised. 
Online shopping is growing 
faster than the store-based 
kind. That’s good for United 
Parcel Service Inc. and Fe¬ 
dEx Corp., and on Friday, 
UPS predicted that De¬ 
cember shipments will rise 
11 percent over the same 
month last year. 
Atlanta-based UPS offered 
the forecast while report¬ 
ing that third-quarter net 
income rose 11 percent to 
$1.21 billion, or $1.32 per 


share, beating Wall Street 
expectations of $1.28 per 
share. Revenue was $14.29 
billion, topping analysts’ 


forecast of $14.20 billion, 
according to FactSet. 

In afternoon trading, UPS 
shares rose 25 cents to 


$100.73. 

The delivery companies 
have learned that with the 
opportunity presented by 



United Parcel Service driver Marty Thompson, left, gets a signature from Celine Akyildiz while 
making a delivery to Joseph and Friends Lifestyle Salon and Spa in Cumming, Ga. UPS reported 
quarterly financial results on Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 


online shopping, there are 
also challenges. Last year, 
a surge in late orders over¬ 
whelmed them and result¬ 
ed in an estimated 2 million 
express packages missing 
their Christmas Eve delivery 
deadlines. About 1.3 million 
of those were UPS pack¬ 
ages, according to track¬ 
ing-software firm ShipMatrix 
Inc., which said the retailers 
were at fault about 70 per¬ 
cent of the time for over¬ 
promising on last-minute 
guaranteed deliveries. 

UPS has spent the year 
bulking up facilities and 
technology, and talking to 
retailers to better predict 
shipping volumes this holi¬ 
day season. On Friday, the 
president of U.S. operations 
for UPS, Myron Gray, said 
that if retailers exceed their 
shipping quotas, UPS might 
“mute what they are giv¬ 
ing to us.” The company's 
chief commercial officer, 
Alan Gershenhorn, said 
there could be surcharges. 


Procter & Gamble plans to remove its batteries 


MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
CANDICE CHOI 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Procter 
& Gamble plans to remove 
its batteries and make Du- 
racell a stand-alone com¬ 
pany. The world's largest 
consumer products maker, 
which acquired Duracell 
in 2005, has been trimming 
its product lineup to focus 
on its top performers. After 
it finishes jettisoning more 
than half its brands around 


the globe over the next 
year or two, P&G said it will 
be left with about 70 to 80 
brands. If a split-off of Du¬ 
racell occurs, P&G said its 
shareholders would have 
the option of exchanging 
some, none or all of their 
P&G shares for shares of the 
new Duracell company. 
Jon Moeller, the compa¬ 
ny's chief financial officer, 
said during a call with re¬ 
porters that Duracell is an 
“attractive” business that 


generates about $2 bil¬ 
lion a year in sales. But he 
said P&G wants to focus 
on products that are “even 
more attractive.” 

P&G also makes Tide deter¬ 
gent, Pampers diapers and 
Olay skin care. 

The Procter & Gamble Co., 
based in Cincinnati, said 
Friday it prefers a spinoff of 
Duracell, but that it’s con¬ 
sidering a sale or other op¬ 
tions for Duracell. 

The decision to sell or dis¬ 


continue 90 to 100 brands 
— many of them smaller, 
regional products — comes 
as Procter & Gamble fights 
to boost sluggish sales. In 
the latest quarter, for in¬ 
stance, the company said 
sales volume declined in its 
beauty, hair and personal 
care unit. Volume also fell 
in its grooming unit, with 
blades and razors declining 
in developed markets. 
Under pressure to boost its 
performance, the compa¬ 


ny brought back A.G. Laf- 
ley as its CEO last year. 
Lafley has said the compa¬ 
ny’s expansive portfolio is 
the result of a natural evo¬ 
lution of multinational com¬ 
panies, which have a ten¬ 
dency to create or acquire 
brands over time. But P&G 
had already been trying to 
slim down in recent years, 
including the sale of food 
brands including Jif peanuf 
butter, Folgers coffee and 
Pringles chips. 
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Mutts 



Blondie 


I WON'T BE LONS, DEAR...IT'S 
TIME FOR MY MEETING WITH 
-©•^TOOTSIE 


WE'LL BE DISCUSSING THE L 
STATE OF THE FOOD INDUSTRY 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



EAT VOOR 
MEAL, 
JUNIOR... 
A MINI? IS 
A TERRIBLE 
THIN© TO 
WASTE 


Baby Blues 



Zits 


MY MOM GAY^TWAT I4RENI7 
HALF OW TIME COmMW& 
A&?WH£fc, ANPTHECWEKHALF 
MEESINkE WITH AAY PH^NE. 





Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


(c) 2014 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 



ACROSS 

1 Fruit spreads 
5 Can wrapper 
10 Argument 

14 Provo’s state 

15 Met production 

16 Apiece 

17 Like fast food 

18 Doctrine 

19 Appeal; request 

20 Outside faucets 
22 Most orderly 

24 Martian’s craft, 
for short 

25 Sicker 

26 Incline 

29 Mandible 

30 Postage 
49b item 

34 Attila’s men 

35 Peach stone 

36 Keep bothering 

37 Traveler’s stop 

38 King Arthur’s 
court 

40 Commotion 

41 Oakland athlete 

43 Film critic Reed 

44 Extended 
family group 

45 Cornered 

46 Buzzing insect 

47 Actress Berry 

48 Stinky 

50 Capture 

51 Long steps 
54 Doomed ship 

58 Golf club 

59 Copy machine 

61 City in Nevada 

62 Commanded 

63 Sudden and 
sharp, as pain 

64 Consumes 

65 Ran fast 

66 Lively horse 

67 Fox-_; 
ballroom dance 

DOWN 

1 Sticks out 

2 Perched upon 

3 Three kings of 
biblical fame 

4 Japanese 
military leaders 

5 Game often run 
by the state 


6 Gorillas and 
chimpanzees 

7 Stein or Stiller 

8 Prior to this 
time, in poetry 

9 Procrastinator’s 
word 

10 Sets of seven 

11 Ashen-faced 

12 Highest cards 

13 This and _ 

21 Many a time 

23 Valuable thing 

25 Irrigated 

26 Garment for 
the upper body 

27 Of the moon 

28 Comic strip 
orphan girl 

29 Actor Nabors 

31 _ costs; by 
any means 
necessary 

32 Olympics prize 

33 Lying flat 

35 On a _ with; 
equivalent to 

36 Chicken _; 
viral disease 


38 Relinquished 

39 Actor Majors 
42 Gave a word’s 

meaning 

44 Liza Minnelli hit 

46 Cut in two 

47 Sombrero, e.g. 

49 Austin’s state 

50 Vetoed 


51 Bro and sis 

52 Pitfall 

53 _ away; 
galloped off 

54 Carry 

55 Close by 

56 Crash _; ram 

57 Price 
60 Regret 
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Darth Vader, leader of Ukraine’s Internet Party, surrounded by guards passes by a shop in Kiev, 
Ukraine. Vader, who had his name legally changed by deed poll, is campaigning for the Oct. 
26 parliamentary elections on a platform of promoting e-government and increasing financial 
transparency. 

(AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky) 



TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

RENAISSANCE 
Week 19 room 547 $5,250 
Week 37or 38 room 548 $5,250 
Week 35 room 135 $4,500 
Week 38 room 345 $7,000 
Week 3 or 4 room 120 $6,500 
LA CABANA Studio 
Week 47 room 237B $1,500 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 

$4,000 202783 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
v.r.realty@setarnet.aw 


Darth Vader hopes force 
with him in Ukraine polls 


PETER LEONARD 

Associated Press 
KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — One 
candidate in Ukraine’s par¬ 
liamentary elections hopes 
to bring voters to the dark 
side: Darth Alekseyevich 
Vader. 

Dressed in full Star Wars 
regalia, Vader prowls the 
streets of Kiev atop his 
black campaign van woo¬ 
ing voters with promises to 
turn Ukraine into a “galac¬ 
tic empire.” So serious is 
he about his mission that 
he even legally changed 
his name to Darth Vader 
ahead of the elections (He 
was previously known as 
Viktor Shevchenko.) 

The electrician-turned-in¬ 
terplanetary warlord insists 
his Internet Party is seri¬ 
ous business. 

Speaking to The Associated 
Press on his van, flanked by 
Stormtroopers and shroud¬ 
ed in white fumes, Vader 
explained that his top goal 
is to computerize all gov¬ 
ernment business. 

“When I get to parliament, 
I will expel all the depu¬ 
ties. They have proven 
their uselessness,” he said. 
“Computers will work in 
their place and they will 
fulfil their functions without 
cease.” 


Pollsters predict the party, 
which also includes a Ste¬ 
pan Chewbacca on its list, 
has little chance of getting 
into parliament in Sunday's 
vote. Still, the public greets 
Vader enthusiastically 
when he drives around 
the capital atop his van — 
which he refers to as “my 
helicopter.” 

Despite his pledge to en¬ 
hance transparency, Va¬ 
der declines to ever show 
his own face. That got him 
banned from voting in May 
presidential elections by 
punctilious electoral com¬ 
mission workers who said he 
was violating voting rules. 
Vader is not shying away 
from the thornier issues. 

To the ominous backdrop 
of the Imperial March 
theme from Star Wars, he 
thundered from the top of 
his van that he would win 
the war against separatist 
rebels in the east — even as 
he withdrew government 
troops. And he vowed to 
reclaim the Crimean Pen¬ 
insula, which was annexed 
by Russia in March. 

How will he achieve these 
feats? 

“A military space station 
will be built,” he said, “that 
will protect the whole terri¬ 
tory of Ukraine.”□ 
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Open House 

Tuesday October 28, 2014 

Each house will open Id vldw from 3:00pm to 5:00 pmf 


For more info please call our offices ail 
Super food Ftoza ■ 5S7-666& 

Radisson ■ 586 66J 2 

www.MWwenoafliifer.8w 


l-i JH 


MMQSRQ 


Paradara 3&H 
i&rr |&54 Centrally located home 
in Paradwa Villa Part. Offers an 
open After plan. 3 beds. 2 bans 
plus a large- car pxirt. Bl "d-up is 
123nr' on A20m- of property land. 
Fully fenced and wii maintained 
landacaiHng. } IP*,000 

Cftjrti tuna 28 

IM SS3 family home in 

Itatm. Cities a Do*, 3 tedn 
Hoof plan and SfWibu* 
kitchen. Office /iiudv swage 
a'ea on the 2nd Hoar. Buildup area 
is IfiliT $ on of property 

land. J20?.000 

Saiinja Serca 21-C 

ID* ID 1-3 tuie family hGTe cdse 
Id the Marriott Hotel. Aureal name 
to remodel and furnish ba use as a 
V'ha vacation rental. 2 beds £ 1 
bath plus a separate studio in the 
garden. Enough space to huifd a 
ptwL S MMCO 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

& • . dia 25 

Dr. Alvarez 

dia 26 

- Dr. J. Croes 

EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 100 

POLIS 581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 582-4000 

NOORD 587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 585-4710 

SAVANETA 584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 115 

FIRE DEPT. 582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 11141 

HOSPITAL 527-4000 

AMBULANCE 582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 

AMBULANCE 584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Dakota n.v. Tel: 588-7364 
San Nicolas n.v. Tel: 584-5712 


INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

cWlSESHIP 

October 25 
FREEWINDS 



Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

InselAir 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION " 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel_ 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Remains of French ship being reassembled in Texas 


MICHAEL GRACZYK 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A 

frigate carrying French 
colonists to the New World 
that sank in a storm off the 
Texas coast more than 300 
years ago is being reas¬ 
sembled into a display that 
archeologists hope will let 
people walk over the hull 
and feel like they are on 
the ship’s deck. 

The 1686 wreck of the 54- 
foot oak frigate La Belle 

— in an expedition led 
by famed Mississippi Riv¬ 
er explorer Rene-Robert 
Cavelier Sieur de La Salle 

— is blamed for dooming 
France's further explora¬ 
tion of what would be¬ 
come Texas and the Amer¬ 
ican Southwest. 

But La Salle’s short-lived 
Fort St. Louis near the 
shipwreck site in Matago¬ 
rda Bay, about 100 miles 
southwest of present-day 
Houston, also convinced 
Spain to boost its presence 
in the region to ward off 
a feared French territorial 
expansion.“In a very real 
way, it’s responsible for 
our Hispanic heritage we 
have today,” said Jim Brus- 
eth, curator of the La Belle 
project at the Bullock Tex¬ 
as State History Museum. 
“They had nobody here, 
and it started the process 
of settling Texas. 

“History oftentimes turns on 
seemingly small events,” 
Bruseth said. “We have 


that actual ship, the re¬ 
mains of it here, that's the 
icon of that event.” 
Beginning Saturday, visitors 


to the Austin museum will 
be able to watch Bruseth 
and other archaeologists 
put the wrecked ship back 


together and talk with 
them as they work. The re¬ 
assembly is expected to be 
complete by spring. 


“It’s going to be a lot of fun. 
It's like a dinosaur, big and 
dynamic and magnetic," 
said Peter Fix, one of the 
assembly team members 
and chief conservator for 
Texas A&M University's 
Center for Maritime Ar¬ 
chaeology and Conser¬ 
vation. “Once we get the 
framing up it’s going to look 
like a big beached whale, 
a bone carcass. And that's 
dynamic and hopefully it 
will pique curiosity." 

The keel and other large 
structural pieces of La 
Belle — resembling old 
railroad ties — were dis¬ 
covered in 1995 by Texas 
Historical Commission ar¬ 
chaeologists. Researchers 
built a dam around the 
site, pumped it dry, then 
retrieved the nearly intact 
hull that had been pre¬ 
served in up to 6 feet of 
mud.Q 



Roman numerals mark a timber from the 54-foot oak French frigate La Belle at the Bullock Texas 
State History Museum in Austin, Texas. Archaeologists are beginning to reassemble the remains of 
the ship recovered more than 300 years after the vessel was lost in a storm off the coast of Texas. 

(AP Photo/Eric Gay) 


China launches experimental moon orbiter 



An unmanned spacecraft is launched atop an advanced Long 
March 3C rocket from the Xichang Satellite Launch Center in 
southwest China’s Sichuan Province, Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. Chi¬ 
na launched an experimental spacecraft Friday to fly around 
the moon and back to Earth in preparation for the country's first 
unmanned return trip to the lunar surface. 

(AP Photo) 


BEIJING (AP) — China 
launched an experimen¬ 
tal spacecraft on Friday to 
fly around the moon and 
back to Earth in prepara¬ 
tion for the country’s first 
unmanned return trip to 
the lunar surface. 

The eight-day program is a 
test run for a 2017 mission 
that aims to have a Chi¬ 
nese spacecraft land on 
the moon, retrieve samples 
and return to Earth. That 


would make burgeoning 
space power China only 
the third country after the 
United States and Russia 
to have carried out such a 
mission. 

The spacecraft lifted off 
from the southwestern 


Xichang satellite launch 
center early in the morn¬ 
ing, separated from its car¬ 
rier rocket and entered 
Earth orbit shortly after, 
the State Administration 
of Science, Technology 
and Industry for National 


Defense reported, accord¬ 
ing to the official Xinhua 
News Agency. China’s lu¬ 
nar exploration program, 
named Chang’e after a 
mythical goddess, has al¬ 
ready launched a pair of 
orbiting lunar probes and 
last year landed a craft on 
the moon with a rover on¬ 
board. None of those mis¬ 
sions were programmed to 
return to Earth. 

China has also hinted at a 
possible crewed mission to 
the moon at a future date 
if officials decide to com¬ 
bine the human space- 
flight and lunar exploration 
programs. 

Xinhua said the latest mis¬ 
sion is to “obtain experi¬ 
mental data and validate 
re-entry technologies such 
as guidance, navigation 
and control, heat shield 
and trajectory design” for 
the future moonlander 
christened Chang’e 5. □ 
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Beauty pageant regular and reality show star Alana “Honey 
Boo Boo” Thompson speaks during an interview as her mother, 
June Shannon, looks on in her home in McIntyre, Ga. On 
Friday, Oct. 24, 2014, the TLC network canceled the “Here 
Comes Honey Boo Boo” series, following published reports that 
Shannon was in a relationship with a man who had a criminal 
past. (AP Photo/John Bazemore) 


TLC cancels ‘Honey Boo Boo’ 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The TLC 

network on Friday can¬ 
celed its colorful series 
about child beauty pag¬ 
eant contestant Honey 
Boo Boo and her Georgia 
family. 

The network had already 
completed filming of an¬ 
other season of “Here 
Comes Honey Boo Boo” 
and was set to begin airing 
it at the end of this year. 
TLC wouldn't publicly cite 
a reason for the cancel¬ 
lation, but said in a state¬ 
ment that “supporting 
the health and welfare of 
these remarkable children 
is our only priority. TLC is 
faithfully committed to the 
childrens' ongoing comfort 
and well-being.” 

The cancellation came af¬ 
ter published reports that 
June Shannon was dating 
a man with a criminal past. 
June Shannon posted what 
she called a “truth video” 
on the Alana Thompson 
(Honey Boo Boo) fan page 
Friday morning deny¬ 
ing the allegations. In the 
video. Shannon said she 
learned from TLC on Friday 
that the show would no 
longer be produced, add¬ 
ing that TLC had told her to 
be “hush-hush” about the 
situation. 

“The statement of me dat¬ 
ing a sex offender is totally 
untrue. Pumpkin (the nick¬ 
name for the man she is re¬ 
ported to have dated) has 
openly said that I did not 
date him," Shannon said 


in the nearly three-minute 
video which had more 
than 5,800 “likes” and 
more than 1,100 “shares" 
from the page's 1.1 million 
fans within two hours after 
it was posted. 

“I would not ever, ever, 
ever put my kids in danger. 
... That is my past. I have 
not seen that person in 10 
years. 

The series’ star was Alana 
“Honey Boo Boo” Thomp¬ 
son, one of four daughters 
of June Shannon from rural 
McIntyre, Georgia. “Honey 
Boo Boo” earned her own 
series after attracting at¬ 
tention in the TLC show 
“Toddlers & Tiaras,” and is 
known for coining catch- 
phrases like “a dolla makes 
me holla." She's 9 years 
old. 

“Here Comes Honey Boo 
Boo” was such a fast hit 
for TLC that two years ago, 
the network ordered Hal¬ 
loween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas specials sur¬ 
rounding the family. View- 
ership has fallen off sharply 
since then, but it still aver¬ 
aged 1.5 million viewers 
for its most recent season 
this summer and remains 
one of TLC’s most popular 
shows. 

TLC is discussing ways to 
support the children follow¬ 
ing the cancellation, such 
as providing tutoring or 
counseling, said an execu¬ 
tive at the network who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the net¬ 
work didn’t want to pub¬ 
licly discuss those plansO 
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Disney: 

Robot film a love letter to Japan 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Disney ex¬ 
ecutives call their next film 
“a love letter to Japanese 
culture.” No wonder: This 
nation can't get enough 
of animation, especially 
Disney's. 

Walt Disney Animation Stu¬ 
dios is practically bending 
backward to woo Japa¬ 
nese moviegoers after the 
stupendous success of 
“Frozen." The fifth-highest- 
grossing movie of all time 
made more than $250 
million of its total in Japan 
alone, nearly a third of its 
overseas numbers and 
more than five times what 
it made in France, accord¬ 
ing to Box Office Mojo. 
“Frozen” is third of all time 
in Japan, behind “Titanic” 
and Japanese animation 
classic “Spirited Away,” 
delivering success that 
even Disney executives 
acknowledge was surpris¬ 
ing. 


Tokyo Film Festival on Thurs¬ 
day night — the first Disney 
animation film to have its 
global premiere in Japan. 
It opens at theaters around 
the world in November 
and December. 

Its directors, Don Hall of 
“Winnie the Pooh” and 
Chris Williams of “Bolt," 
did a lot of research and 
tapped Japanese sources 
to help make San Franso- 
kyo authentic, down to 
signposts, manhole covers 
and faces of passersby. 
Williams said the world 
they created was inspired 
by Hayao Miyazaki, the 
animation legend who 
won an Oscar for “Spirited 
Away.” 

Hall said the mouth-less 
face of Baymax, the in¬ 
flatable marshmallow-like 
robot, was inspired by a 
bell he saw at a Japanese 
temple. 

“I saw a smile,” Hall told 
reporters recently while in 
town for the Tokyo Film Fes¬ 


tions to devote Baymax to 
healing and cuddling, Hiro 
adds some of his own more 
conventional robotic-de- 
sign touches, such as a 
powerful fist, metallic ware 
and sky-soaring rockets, as 
Hiro embarks on his mission 
of solving the mystery of 
Tadashi’s death. 

It's a safe bet that Japa¬ 
nese are enamored of all 
things Disney — and that 
they are willing to spend. 
Disneyland and Disney- 
Sea parks, outside Tokyo, 
had 31 million visitors last 
year, up 14 percent from 
the previous year, nearly 
all Japanese. Each spent 
an average of about $100, 
or 10,000 yen, on admis¬ 
sion tickets, eating out and 
goods purchases. 

Mickey Mouse is so popular 
here the rodent's image is 
sold as traditional festival 
dolls, is a mascot wear¬ 
ing the blue uniform of the 
World Cup soccer team 
and is a familiar pattern 



U.S. producer Roy Conli, left, and directors, Don Hall, second from left, and Chris Williams, right, 
of the film “Big Hero 6,” attend a press conference to promote their animation film starring 
Baymax, the inflatable marshmallow-like robot, seen in the background, in Tokyo. 

(AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko) 


Following “Frozen” into the¬ 
aters in the country that is 
the birthplace of manga 
and Hello Kitty is “Big Hero 
6," which stars a Japanese 
whiz kid as its hero, aptly 
named Hiro. 

Disney shows its love for Ja¬ 
pan by setting the story in a 
picturesque town that’s a 
cross between Tokyo and 
San Francisco, San Franso- 
kyo, complete with cable 
cars and futuristic trains. 
“Big Hero 6” opened the 


tival. “I thought it would be 
the perfect face for Bay- 
max.” 

The rubbery Baymax, de¬ 
signed to be a health 
care robot by Hiro’s older 
brother Tadashi, becomes 
a companion for Hiro, and 
an embodiment not only 
of Tadashi's charming and 
loving persona but also 
of his message of peace, 
even after Tadashi dies in 
an explosion. 

Despite Tadashi's inten¬ 


on fashionable clothing in 
collaboration with design 
brands. 

But can the new film dupli¬ 
cate the success of “Fro¬ 
zen"? It might take a super- 
Hiro. 

“Big Hero 6” features fan¬ 
tastic music by Henry Jack- 
man but not a potential 
smash single like “Let It 
Go.” It also lacks fairy-tale 
princesses, which were a 
big part of the “Frozen" 
merchandising frenzy.□ 
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Q&A: 


Anna Kendrick on modeling, movies and music 


NICOLE EVATT 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Anna 
Kendrick is in the holiday 
spirit. 

“I want it to be Christmas 
already! I just want to throw 
a soiree,” the bubbly ac¬ 
tress said during a recent 
interview. 

Kendrick certainly looked 
the part, wearing a red, 
sleeveless party dress with 
a big, silk bow on the back. 
The outfit from Kate Spade 
New York’s holiday col¬ 
lection is featured in the 
company's upcoming ad¬ 
vertising campaign starring 
Kendrick. But don’t call the 
29-year-old a model. 

“If I had for one moment 
considered it modeling, I 
probably would’ve had a 
freakout,” she said. 

Instead, Kendrick ap¬ 
proached the photo shoot 
like a film role and got 
into character by discuss¬ 
ing back stories with older 
male models on the set. 
“Weirdly it felt a lot more 
like my day job than it did 
like modeling," she said, 
adding “eww!" with a gri¬ 
mace as she spit out the 
M-word. 

Along with the ads, Kend¬ 
rick teamed with the brand 
for its 2015 “The Year of Ad¬ 
venture” campaign where 
she will collaborate on film 
and social media projects. 
In a recent interview, Ken¬ 
drick discussed her foray 
info fashion, having a Cin¬ 
derella momenf in “Into the 
Woods” (due out at Christ¬ 
mas) and her next big ad- 


LONDON (AP) — Queen 
Elizabeth II has sent her first 
tweet — though she kept 
things traditional, signing 
off with “Elizabeth R.” 

The 88-year-old monarch 
tried her hand at Twitter 
as she opened a new gal¬ 
lery Friday in central Lon¬ 
don’s Science Museum, 
taking off a glove to press a 
tablet screen as 600 guests 
looked on. The message, 
“I hope people will enjoy 
visiting” the exhibition, was 
sent instantly through the 
official British monarchy ac- 


venture. 

AP: What’s it like being a 
spokesmodel? 

Kendrick: Kate Spade has 
really embraced me being 
me, which is great because 
it would be a lot harder to 


not be. So you know I’m 
glad that they don’t mind 
a little quirk and a little sass. 
AP: Did you have a favorite 
look from the holiday cam¬ 
paign? 

Kendrick: I think my favorite 
was this white swing dress 
that shows off your shoul¬ 
ders and has fhis beauti¬ 
ful embellished collar. That 
was just really fun to be in 


count on the social media 
website. 

“Elizabeth R” is how the 
queen signs official docu¬ 
ments. The “R” stands 
for “regina,” the Latin for 
queen. Officials said the 
message came “personal¬ 
ly” from the queen herself, 
although some eyebrows 
were raised about whether 
that was the case. 

The message appeared to 
be typed ahead of time, 
and bizarrely appears to 
have been sent using the 
Twitter for iPhone app, even 


and that was the first shot 
that we did that day. And 
just playing with my male 
models for the day was so 
much fun, just sort of twirl¬ 
ing around in this white 
dress. 


AP: Where do you get your 
sense of style? 

Kendrick: (My mom) was 
always a fan of just re¬ 
ally elegant, sophisticated 
pieces. I mean we grew 
up in Maine, so we didn’t 
have a lot of call for black 
tie or anything, but I think I 
definitely got that sensibility 
from her. 

AP: You starting working 


though video showed the 
queen was using an iPad 
or a similar tablet device. 
Officials wouldn't say if fhe 
queen personally wrote the 
message or comment on 
the electronic discrepancy. 
“We're not going to go into 
the details,” a Buckingham 
Palace spokesman said. 
The queen does not have 
a personal Twitter account. 
Most members of the royal 
family do nof fweef person¬ 
ally — they are represented 
by official accounts man¬ 
aged by spokespeople. 


with Kate Spade while 
playing Cinderella in Dis¬ 
ney’s “Into the Woods.” 
What was it like balancing 
those worlds? 

Kendrick: Well, these 

clothes are a lot more com¬ 


fortable because (costume 
designer) Colleen Atwood 
is a genius, but she does not 
care if you can’t breathe. 
... The costumes in that 
movie are so exquisite and 
they're completely authen¬ 
tic. ... It’s lots of layers and 
somebody had to help me 
get dressed every morning 
because you can’t do up a 
corset yourself.□ 


There are exceptions: 
Prince Andrew — fhe 
queen’s second son — and 
his daughter Princess Bea¬ 
trice both tweet in a per¬ 
sonal capacity. 

The Science Museum gal¬ 
lery, called “Information 
Age,” explores the techno¬ 
logical breakthroughs that 
have changed communi¬ 
cation. 

In 1976, the queen was the 
first monarch to send an 
email, doing so when the 
technology was in its infan¬ 
cy. □ 



Jenny McCarthy 
brings her brand 
to the airwaves 

ALICIA RANCILIO 

Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — For 
those who wonder if that 
so-called “honeymoon pe¬ 
riod” for a newly married 
couple is real, look no fur¬ 
ther than TV-radio person¬ 
ality Jenny McCarthy and 
actor-singer Donnie Wahl- 
berg.The two wed in late 
August and have no prob¬ 
lem in the PDA depart¬ 
ment. Wahlberg recently 

sat in the room as McCar¬ 
thy spoke to press for her 
new SiriusXM radio show 
“Dirty, Sexy, Funny". 

“We go to each other's 
jobs to spend time with 
each other,” said Mc¬ 
Carthy. (Wahlberg shoots 
the CBS cop drama “Blue 
Bloods” in New York.) 

In between interviews, the 
two kiss, speak softly to one 
another or McCarthy sits 
on his lap. 

As for her work life, that's 
great too, says McCarthy. 
“Dirty Sexy Funny” is a 
brand McCarthy created 
to give female comedians 
“the opportunity to shine.” 
There’s been a tour, a TV 
special and now this radio 
show. 

It began as a limited week¬ 
ly summer run and is now a 
daily live radio show, airing 
10 a.m. to noon EDT. 
McCarthy, who has made 
a living off her personal¬ 
ity appearing on her own 
short-lived VH1 show and 
as a panelist on “The View” 
says radio seems to be the 
right career move for right 
now. 

“I always thought I needed 
to be in front of fhe cam¬ 
era but I had no idea of 
fhe freedom that I'm al¬ 
lowed with talk radio," she 
said. 

McCarthy says she’s spent 
years trying to find the gig 
best suited to her personal¬ 
ity. 

“I’ve been in holding deals 
since I was 23, network af¬ 
ter network trying to fit me 
in," she says. “They’d pay 
me money to sit and wait 
for fhem to write a show 
and no one could quite 
figure out how to write a 
character for me. Because 
I realized I really liked my¬ 
self as the best character. 
□ 


Queen sends her first tweet, signed ‘Elizabeth R’ 




Anna Kendrick poses for a portrait at Chateau Marmont during an interview in West Hollywood, 
Calif. Kendrick is in the holiday spirit. Her red, sleeveless party dress is from Kate Spade New York’s 
holiday collection is featured in the company’s upcoming advertising campaign starring Kend¬ 
rick. Along with the ads, Kendrick teamed with the brand for their 2015 “The Year of Adventure” 
campaign where she will collaborate on film and social media projects. 

(Photo by Casey Curry/Invision/AP) 












Capitalism’s Suffocating Music 



FRANK BRUNI 

© 2014 New York Times 
Onstage before thousands of 
fans, Sam Smith sang “Stay With 
Me,” beseeching his partner in 
a one-night stand for a few min¬ 
utes more, and I half wondered if 
the two of them needed the ex¬ 
tra time to finish bottles of Miller 
Lite, because a printed plug for 
the beer hovered over his head. 
Performing “Summertime Sad¬ 
ness,” Lana Del Rey told a lover 
to “kiss me hard before you go.” 
Would she be texting him later 
with a Samsung Galaxy, the 
smartphone for which the stage 
on which she appeared was vis¬ 
ibly named? 

And while I’d never thought 
about any car in connection 
with the musicians in the band 
Interpol, I came to picture them 
caroming from gig to gig in a 
Civic or an Accord. “Honda” 
floated over them as they gave 
their concert. 

For every stage, a different spon¬ 
sor. Behind every beat, a differ¬ 
ent brand. 

This happened in early October. I 
was at the Austin City Limits Music 
Festival, and I was at the limits of 
my patience. I hadn’t expected 
all of these corporate come-ons, 
so pervasive in other precincts, 
to be assaulting me here of all 
places. 

“Keep Austin Weird” is the Texas 
capital’s unofficial slogan, a clue 
to its proudly subversive soul. 
And a gathering of bare-armed, 
bare-legged lovers of song and 
smokers of pot on a gigantic field 
brings to mind Woodstock, not 
Austin Ventures, which provides 
financing to startups, and Re- 
tailMeNot, which distributes dis¬ 
count coupons. Those firms, too, 
were sponsors of stages. 
Someone shoved a free sample 
of Cinnamon Toast Crunch cere¬ 
al at me on my way in. Someone 
else handed out free beer cozies 
advertising Imperial, a brew on 
sale at the event. Plastered all 
over the place were posters for 
“Not That Kind of Girl,” the new 
memoir by a certain “Girls” cre¬ 
ator. The festival had been mis¬ 
named. This was Lenapalooza. 

I kept thinking of another writer, 
David Foster Wallace. His novel 
“Infinite Jest,” published in 1996, 
imagines a tomorrow in which 
time itself is auctioned off to the 
highest bidder and the calendar 
becomes a billboard. There’s 
the “Year of the Whopper,” the 
“Year of the Whisper-Quiet May¬ 


tag Dishmaster” and even the 
“Year of the Tucks Medicated 
Pad” - a 12-month paean to 
posterior discomfort, 52 weeks in 
honor of hemorrhoids. 

Is that future so far off? While re¬ 
cording devices have liberated 
many of us from commercials on 
television, the rest of our lives are 
awash in ads. They’re now nes¬ 
tled among the trailers at mov¬ 
ies. They flicker on the screens in 
taxis. 

They’re woven so thoroughly into 
sporting events, from NASCAR 
races to basketball games, that 
it’s hard to imagine an era when 
they weren’t omnipresent. But 
in a story earlier this year on the 
website Consumerist, Chris Mo¬ 
ran reported that 20 years ago, 
only one of the Major League 
Baseball stadiums had a corpo¬ 
rate moniker, Busch Stadium in 
St. Louis. 

In contrast, 20 of the 30 stadiums 
now have sponsors. 

It’s the same with football, may¬ 
be worse. On the weekend after 
I got back from Austin, I went to 
watch the New York Jets play, 
and within five minutes of my 
arrival at MetLife Stadium, I was 
confronted with all sorts of sub¬ 
sponsors. Near the Verizon gate, 
I spotted a VIP section called the 
Hertz suites and saw signs that 
identified JetBlue as the official 
airline of the team, Toyota as its 
official vehicle and the Microsoft 
Surface as the official tablet of 
the NFL. I resolved to check out 
the restrooms for an official toilet 
paper. (Note to Cottonelle: I did, 
and there’s an unclaimed op¬ 
portunity for you, if you can beat 
Charmin to the punch.) 

Inside the stadium, the Verizon 
scoreboard was not to be con¬ 
fused with the Bud Light score- 
board or the Pepsi scoreboard. 
When Americans talk about how 
crass contemporary life can 
seem, this advertising onslaught 
is part of what they’re reacting 
to. 

And their growing chilliness to¬ 
ward corporations and sense 
of capitalism run amok aren’t 
just about the salaries of chief 
executives and the tax dodges 
in play. They’re about the way 
hucksterism invades everything, 
scooping up everyone. 

Matthew McConaughey is at his 
career’s summit, with a recent 
Oscar for “Dallas Buyers Club” 
and a splendid performance in 
“Interstellar” (to be released next 
month), and what’s he doing 
with this clout? He’s putting it be¬ 
hind the wheel of a Lincoln and 
peddling luxury cars the way Be- 
yonce has pushed Pepsi all these 
years. 

Sellers keep finding new, willing 
vessels for their logos everywhere 
they turn. Will we someday travel 
from San Francisco to Northern 
California across the Gulden’s 
Mustard Bridge, for a hike in the 
Wells Fargo Redwood Forest? 

It’s a vendor’s world. We’re 
just pawns in it, even when all 
we want to do is hum a simple 
tune.Q 



A World Without OPEC? 



JOE NOCERA 

© 2014 New York Times 
Forty-one years ago this month, 
the Arab oil embargo began. 
The countries that were part of 
it belonged, of course, to the 
Organization of Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries - OPEC - which 
had banded together 13 years 
earlier to strengthen their ability 
to negotiate with international 
oil companies. The embargo led 
to widespread shortages in the 
United States, higher prices at 
the gas pump and long lines at 
gas stations. By the time it ended, 
the price of oil had risen to $12 a 
barrel from $3. 

Perhaps more important than 
the price increases themselves 
was the new world order the em¬ 
bargo signaled. The embargo 
“set in motion geopolitical cir¬ 
cumstances that eventually al¬ 
lowed (OPEC) to wrest control 
over global oil production and 
pricing from the giant interna¬ 
tional oil companies - ushering 
in an era of significantly higher 
oil prices,” as Amy Myers Jaffe 
and Ed Morse noted in an article 
in Foreign Policy magazine that 
was published last year at the 
40th anniversary. Twice a year, 
OPEC’s oil ministers would meet 
in Vienna, where they would 
set oil policy - deciding to either 
hold back or increase oil produc¬ 
tion. There was always cheating 
among members, but there was 
usually enough discipline in the 


ranks to keep prices more or less 
where OPEC wanted them. 

As it happens, the title of that For¬ 
eign Policy article was, “The End 
of OPEC.” Jaffe and Morse are 
both global energy experts - she 
is the executive director of En¬ 
ergy and Sustainability at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Davis, and 
he is the global head of com¬ 
modities research at Citigroup - 
who say that if America plays its 
cards right, OPEC’s dominance 
over the oil market could be 
over. I think that day may have 
already arrived. 

“OPEC is not going to survive an¬ 
other 50 years,” Morse told me. 
“It probably won’t even survive 
another 10. It has become ex¬ 
tremely difficult for them to forge 
an agreement.” 

When Morse and Jaffe wrote 
their article last year, the price 
of oil was more than $100 a bar¬ 
rel. Today, the per-barrel price 
is in the low- to mid-$80s. It has 
dropped more than 25 percent 
since June. 

There was a time when $80 a 
barrel would have been more 
than satisfactory for OPEC mem¬ 
bers, but those days are long 
gone. Venezuela’s budgetary 
needs requires that it sell its oil at 
well above $100 a barrel. 

The Arab Spring prompted a 
number of important OPEC mem¬ 
bers - including Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates - to in¬ 
crease budgetary spending to 
keep their own populations qui¬ 
escent. According to the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund, the United 
Arab Emirates needs a price of 
more than $80 to meet its bud¬ 
getary obligations. That’s up from 
less than $25 a barrel in 2008. 

Not long ago, Venezuela asked 
for an emergency OPEC meeting 
to discuss decreasing production. 
Iran has said that such a meeting 
is unnecessary. Meanwhile, Saudi 
Arabia has made it clear that it is 
primarily concerned with not los¬ 
ing market share, so it will contin¬ 
ue to pump out oil regardless of 


the needs of other OPEC mem¬ 
bers. This is not exactly cartel-like 
behavior. The next OPEC meet¬ 
ing is scheduled for late Novem¬ 
ber, but there is little likelihood of 
an agreement. 

And why does OPEC suddenly 
find itself in such disarray? Simply 
put, the supply of oil is greater 
than the demand, and OPEC has 
lost its ability to control the sup¬ 
ply. Part of the reason is a slow¬ 
down in global demand. China’s 
economy has slowed, and so has 
its voracious appetite for oil. Ja¬ 
pan, meanwhile, is increasingly 
turning to natural gas and nucle¬ 
ar power. 

But an even bigger part of the 
reason is that the shale revolution 
in North America is utterly chang¬ 
ing the supply-demand dynamic. 
Since 2008, says Bernard Wein¬ 
stein, an energy expert at South¬ 
ern Methodist University, oil pro¬ 
duction in the United States is up 
60 percent. That’s an additional 3 
million barrels a day. Within a few 
years, predicts Morse, America 
will overtake Russia and Saudi 
Arabia and become the world’s 
largest oil producer. 

What’s more, according to an¬ 
other article Morse wrote, this 
one for Foreign Affairs magazine, 
“the costs of finding and pro¬ 
ducing oil and gas in shale and 
tight rock formations are steadily 
going down and will drop even 
more in the years to come.” In 
other words, the American en¬ 
ergy industry might well be able 
to withstand further price drops 
easier than OPEC members. 
When I got Jaffe on the phone, 
I asked her if she thought OPEC 
was a spent force. “You can nev¬ 
er say never,” she replied, and 
then laid out a few dire scenarios 
- mostly revolving around oil fields 
being bombed or attacked - that 
might make supply scarce again. 
But barring that, this is a moment 
we’ve long been waiting for. 
Thanks to the shale revolution, 
OPEC has become a paper tiger. 
□ 
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By most accounts, 2010 
was an outstanding year 
for Barolo. Based on the 
wine panel’s recent tasting 
of 20 bottles from the vin¬ 
tage, I have no reason to 
disagree. 

We found many wonder¬ 
ful wines in our small but 
representative sample. But 
the tasting raised questions 
about who will be drinking 
wines like these and wheth¬ 
er many of the bottles will 
be allowed to reach their 
full potential. 

The conventional wisdom 
nowadays is that most peo¬ 
ple are unwilling or unable 
to age wines for long pe¬ 
riods of time. They no lon¬ 
ger have the money, the 
storage or the patience to 
wait years. Nor do most res¬ 


taurants. As a result, many 
wines are made differently 
today than they were 30 to 
40 years ago, partly so that 


enjoyable. 

But Barolo, made entirely of 
the nebbiolo grape, still de¬ 
mands years in the cellar. In 



A wine panel tasting of the 2010 Barolo in New York. Many 
wines are made differently today than they were 30 or 40 years 
ago, partly so that they will not require prolonged aging to be¬ 
come enjoyable, but the Barolo still demands years in the cel¬ 
lar. 

(Tony Cenicola/The New York Times) 

they will not require pro- its youth, it is classically tan- 
longed aging to become nic and austere, but given 
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time - often a decade or 
more - the tannins soften, 
releasing a gorgeous per¬ 
fume and flavors often de¬ 
scribed as licorice, tar, truf¬ 
fles, violets and roses. Back 
in the 1980s and ‘90s, a sty¬ 
listic war ensued between 
traditionalists who sought 
to preserve time-honored 
methods for making Baro¬ 
lo and innovators who 
explored way to make a 
softer, more approachable 
wine, sometimes at the 
cost of what made Barolo 
distinctive. 

In the last 15 years, many 
producers have gravitated 
toward a middle ground, 
making wines in a range of 
styles that are still distinc¬ 
tively Barolo. Regardless 
of style, one thing is clear: 
Good Barolos still require 
many years of aging, at 
least to my taste. The 1996 
vintage was a classic, and I 
still don't think the best are 
ready, though the wines 
from softer years like 2000, 
or excellent, less austere 
years like 2001 and 2004, 
can already be enjoyed. 
Yet most restaurants, un¬ 
less they have exceptional 
wine lists and the where¬ 
withal to invest for the long 
term, cannot wait years 
for a return on their Barolo 
investment. Often, today, 
you see Barolos five to sev¬ 
en years old on lists. 

These 2010s are not nearly 
ready for drinking. The best 
are structured wines, with 
layers of complex aromas 
and flavors, but they will 
need time to evolve, may¬ 
be a decade or more. That 
will require quite the in¬ 
vestment of patience and 
space - and, for those of us 
who may be approaching 
an actuarial precipice, op¬ 
timism. How will restaurants 
handle such a vintage? 
“We have the luxury of stor¬ 
age,” said Juliette Pope, 
wine director at Gramercy 
Tavern, one of two guests 
who joined Florence Fab- 
ricant and me for the tast¬ 
ing. Grant Reynolds, our 
second guest, the wine di¬ 
rector at Charlie Bird, said 
restaurants can adapt to 
serving younger Barolos. 

“I don’t mind abrasive tan¬ 
nin,” he said. “It's the na¬ 
ture of the wines. But you 
have to have the right food 


with it.” 

If you have the patience 
and taste for structured 
Barolo, these wines offer 
much to be thrilled about. 
They follow classic lines, 
already showing beautiful 
aromas of red fruit in some 
cases but austere and 
backward on the palate. 
Among our sample we 
found few wines spoiled 
by the aromas and flavors 
of new oak, a signature 
of Barolo innovators who 
traded in the traditional 
large storage vessels made 
of Slavonian oak, which 
were reused year after 
year, for new barriques, 
small barrels of French oak. 
These barrels imparted aro¬ 
mas of coffee, chocolate 
and vanilla, along with the 
bitter flavors of oak tannins. 
Today many producers 
continue to use barriques, 
but they are smarter about 
it, using more older, neu¬ 
tral barrels that don’t inflict 
aromas and flavors on the 
wine. 

Barolos are not cheap by 
any means, though not 
nearly as expensive as oth¬ 
er benchmark wines like 
Bordeaux and Burgundy. 
Still, hype for the 2010 vin¬ 
tage seems sure to drive 
prices up. The wine panel 
operates with a cap of $ 100 
a bottle, which eliminated 
some producers from con¬ 
sideration, while other top 
Barolos have not yet been 
released. So some of the 
greatest names, like Gia¬ 
como Conterno, Giuseppe 
Rinaldi, Giuseppe Mas- 
carello, Cappellano and 
Bartolo Mascarello, were 
not in our tasting. 
Nonetheless, we found 
many excellent wines, be¬ 
ginning with our No. 1 from 
Elio Altare, complex, struc¬ 
tured, pure and nuanced. 
Altare has been foremost 
among the innovators in 
Barolo, often cited as a 
contrasting figure to the 
arch-traditionalist Bartolo 
Mascarello (the two pro¬ 
ducers were paradoxically 
good friends). But, even 
though our taste on the 
panel runs toward the tra¬ 
ditionalists, we all loved this 
wine, which seemed clas¬ 
sically shaped with no evi¬ 
dence of aromas or flavors 
from barriques. 






























